POLICY
Speed Limit Policy
5C.017
Section:

5.0 Environmental and Protective Services
- C. Protective Services

Authority:

General Manager of Environmental and Protective Services

Statement

The Municipal District of Bonnyville (M.D.) is responsible for determining speed limits on municipal
roads within M.D. boundaries. Although the province of Alberta prescribes that rural roads have
a maximum speed limit of 80 km/h unless otherwise posted, the municipality has the authority to
set alternate speed limits.

Purpose

The purpose of this policy is to establish a framework to use when requests are made to reduce
or increase the speed limit on a particular municipal road or section of road. The speed of vehicles
is an emotive issue for municipalities that often generates intense local concern and debate, partly
because the perception of what is an appropriate safe speed often differs greatly between drivers,
local residents, and municipal authorities. It is important that the M.D. clearly demonstrates how
it determines appropriate speed limits and ensures consistency in this process

Policy
(1)

Speed limits must be evidence-led and self-explaining. They should reinforce road
users’ assessments of the appropriate speed for a given road situation. Speed limits
should be established in a consistent manner that reflects the expectation of all road
users.

(2)

Speed limits are only one element of speed management and local speed limits should
not be set in isolation but as part of a package of measures such as traffic calming and
landscaping features to raise drivers awareness of the environment as well as
enforcement, education, driver information, and publicity.

(3)

The objectives of this policy are:
(a) To provide a framework to speed limit requested reductions or increases.
(b) To ensure consultation occurs with affected stakeholders.
(c) To provide openness and transparency.
(d) To enhance safety and convenience for all users.
(e) To improve the neighborhood environment.
(f) To minimize conflicts between road users.
(g) To reduce the number and severity of collisions.
(h) To increase safety.

(4)

Speed limit change requests received by the M.D. will be made in accordance with the
Speed Limit Procedure (Attachment A). This procedure provides the following:
(a) Setting of appropriate local speed limits, including lowering or raising limits where
conditions dictate.
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(b) Establishing local speed limits that reflect the needs of all road users and local
residents, not just drivers etc.
(c) Establishing a framework to govern when requests are made to lower or raise a
speed limit.
(d) Improving quality of life for residents and a good balance between road safety,
accessibility and environmental objectives.
(e) Improving recognition and understanding by road users of risks involved on
different types of roads, the different types of speed limits and the reasons why.
(f) Improving respect for speed limits and in turn improved self-compliance.
(g) Reducing the number of road traffic collisions, injuries and deaths in which
excessive or inappropriate speed is a contributory factor.
(5)

Should the individual who has requested the speed limit change be dissatisfied by the
outcome of their request, they may appeal the decision in accordance with the Speed
Limit Procedure (Attachment A).

(6)

All set speed limits on municipal roads within M.D. boundaries will be reviewed to
ensure compliance with this policy.

Policy Review

Within five (5) years from date adopted / amended / reviewed.

For administrative use only:
Related Documentation:

(plans, bylaws, policies, procedures, etc.)

Attachment A: Speed Limit Procedure
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Speed Limit Procedure
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