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Slow melt helps during M.D. flooding season
After three years of high water
tables, flooding issues and general
water problems, it seems the tides
may be turning.
“We have a few areas experiencing flooding problems,” said Matt
Janz, Director of Agriculture and
Waste, and former acting Director
of Transportation and Utilities. “Almost 90 percent of water flow has
happened. Overall, the situation
has definitely improved over last
year.”
As of April 10, the Transportation
and Utilities Department had received 130 calls for reports of flooding. These calls are dealt with on a
priority basis, with the first priority
being to protect personal property
and roads. All other concerns are
dealt with as they come in. There
are several crews out and about in
the M.D. fixing issues leading to
flooding.
Abid Malik, the M.D.’s new Director of T & U, said the M.D. has hired
a consultant to find solutions for
the ongoing flooding issues in the
Moose Lake area subdivisions.
“Hopefully we will have a solution
for Birch Grove in place by the end
of the year. We’re currently in talks
with Alberta Environment and
Parks (AEP) for remedial action for
Hillside Estates,” he explained.
Malik said the M.D. is also currently having discussions with AEP

to find a long-term solution to the flooding
issues at Country Lane
and Country Side Estates.
Around the M.D.,
there are the problems
of washed out roads,
and frozen and blocked
culverts.
“Staff have been diligent in looking after
the culverts,” Malik
said. “They’ve been out

M.D. staff
members
have been
out steaming culverts
like this one
since the end
of March in
an attempt to
stop flooding
and keep water moving.

Continued on Page 2

Replacing your blue address sign
Spring has sprung, and many
M.D. residents have embarked on
their annual yard clean up.
Take a look at your blue address
sign.
Is it faded or damaged? Do you
need a new one? Take a look at
the picture below. Does it look
like the one on the left?

If it does, call Kelly at 780-8263171 to order your replacement
sign, at no additional charge.
Keeping your blue sign visible is
important so friends, family and
emergency responders can find
you when they need to.
You can also order a new sign
online at bit.ly/MDSignRequest.
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Have you reserved your campsite?

It’s almost time to #TakeItToTheLake!
Campground reservation lines
for M.D. owned/operated campgrounds opened April 1. Reservations will be taken Monday to Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. until the
parks open for the season on May
10. Select parks will be taking online reservations, starting April 15.

Chicken Hill Lake - 780-573-8941
Cold Lake - 780-639-4121
Crane Lake East & West
780-573-6443,
book
on-

line at bit.ly/CraneLakeEast or
bit.ly/CraneLakeWest
Ethel Lake - 780-573-9569
Minnie Lake East & West 780-573-6666 or book online at
bit.ly/MinnieLake
Muriel
Lake
780-8264140
or
book
online
at
bit.ly/MurielLakeMDPark
Pelican Point on Moose Lake 780-573-8828
Wolf Lake - 780-826-0556
Vezeau Beach on Moose Lake 780-826-6337
Campsite availabilities will be

announced every Thursday at
www.facebook.com/MDBonnyville

Ag and Waste staff working
with trappers on beaver issues
Continued from Page 1

and M.D. Ag staff, over 500 beavers were
steaming and removing obstructions. trapped.
Janz encourages any M.D. residents exKudos to those staff and their hard work
on weekends and evenings for keeping periencing flooding issues due to beaver
activity to call his department at 780things moving.”
826-3951.
One of
For T & U
the other
emergenpieces
cies and
of
the
concerns
f looding
requiring
puzzle in
immediate
the muattention,
nicipality
residents
is
beaare urged
vers.
to
call
“ We’ r e
the 780w o r k812-5000
ing with
line. This
14 local
trappers This is just one of the road flooding issues M.D. staff have been number is
to reduce dealing with over the past month or so. If you spot a problem like monitored
seven days
the bea- this, call 780-812-5000.
a
week
ver population,” Janz explained. “We’re blasting and after hours. For all other inquiries,
(dams) quite a bit right now, and using including snow/gravel flags, and the
equipment to remove blockages where hardship program, please call the main
office line Monday to Friday from 7:30
we can’t blast.”
Last year, between contracted trappers a.m. to 4 p.m.

Farmbucks
app helps
producers
find best
grain prices

Attention farmers!
Are you tired of having to look up multiple
sources to see where you
can get the best price for
you grain?
Then it’s time for you to
check out Farmbucks, an
app and website which
sources grain prices for
you.
Currently, the site is
showing prices for wheat,
canola, peas, rye, lentils,
soybeans, flax and more.
Check out www.farmbucks.com or download
the app from the Apple
App Store or, if you’re
on the Android operating system, download
the app from the Google
Play store.
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BONNYVILLE REGIONAL FIRE AUTHORITY
FIRE PERMITS
MARCH 1 - OCTOBER 31, 2019
If you live or work in the Municipal District of Bonnyville No. 87 and wish to conduct any burning,
you must first obtain a permit from a Fire Guardian or should you live in the Alberta Forest
Protection Area, from your Agriculture and Forestry Office. There is NO CHARGE for the
permit.
FIRE GUARDIAN
Kim Kissel(*)
- Portions of Ward 1, 2 and 4
- East side of Moose Lake
- West side of Muriel Lake
- Crown Land in the Moose Lake area.
Dwayne Wolosiewicz

PHONE
780-826-1118 Cell

780-573-0031 Cell

- Portions of Ward 3 - West of Hoselaw
- Portions of Ward 3 - South of Twp 62
Bob Highberg

780-573-8603 Cell

- Portions of Ward 5 and South of Highway 28 to Hwy 659 and
Twp 63, Rge 2 in Ward 6
- Fort Kent and Ardmore
Dwight Retzlaff

780-594-2019 Home
780-812-0350 Cell

- Portions of Ward 6, Except for Twp 63, Rge 2

(*) Indicates Divisions with Alberta Forest Protection Management Areas also.
 Agriculture and Forestry (780) 826-5608
(In the Bonnyville Provincial Building)

 Fire Dispatch Centre Non-Emergency Line (780) 826-7446
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Meet The M.D. Council

Fort Kent lift station pumps wiped out
Hello again.
It’s me, Darren Turner, your friendly
neighbourhood utilities operator.
It’s been almost a year since I came here
to talk about what you can and cannot
flush down your toilets or pour down your
drain.
You’ve all done a pretty good job, but I
can see (and so can you by the picture below), that maybe we need to have this talk
again.

We have some pretty significant concerns
in our hamlets with one particular product
- disposable wipes.
All wipes, whether or not they say flush-

able, are not flushable. These wipes should
always be going in your garbage bin - not
your toilet bowl.
The biggest problem with flushing the
wipes, isn’t just clogged pipes - it’s clogged
pumps at our lift stations.
These pumps are responsible for pumping waste away from your home. When
they fail, and they do (at all hours of the
night), it can have a catastrophic result on
not only your plumbing, but the plumbing
of your neighbours, and the entire
hamlet.
Recently, both pumps at our Fort
Kent lift station failed due to being clogged with these wipes. And
while we don’t enjoy getting called
out at 2 a.m., we think you would
like it a lot less if you were waking up to a basement full of septic
sludge.
As soon as we look after the alarm
going off due to failed pumps, the
M.D.’s due diligence has been fulfilled.
If you end up with a basement full
of things you and your neighbours
have been flushing down the toilet,
it will be up to you and your insurance company to deal with the
costly and untimely renovations
required.
We are always here to answer your
questions. If you need more information on what you should avoid pouring
down the drain or flushing down the toilet, give us a call at 780-813-3115 (James)
or 780-207-0288 (Darren).

Rural Crime Prevention Open Houses in April
As part of the Rural Crime Prevention
Program, M.D. Peace Officer Dan Hansen
is conducting rural crime open houses
regarding vehicle theft and Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design
(CPTED).
He will go over the most commonly stolen vehicles and have some tips on how
to keep your vehicles (including farm and
commercial vehicles) and properties safe.

Open houses are currently scheduled for
the following dates:
April 23 – Ardmore Community Hall – 7
p.m. to 9 p.m.
April 30 – Shaw House, Vezeau Beach –
7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
If you’d like to set up an appointment
for a free CPTED assessment, please call
780-812-3332.

Reeve Greg Sawchuk
gsawchuk@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-201-2501

Ward 1 - Marc Jubinville
mjubinville@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-826-0992

Ward 2 - Darcy Skarsen
dskarsen@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-201-3478

Ward 3 - Mike Krywiak
mkrywiak@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-573-6093

Ward 4 - Ed Duchesne
educhesne@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-201-5734

Ward 5 - Dana Swigart
dswigart@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-573-9095

Ward 6 - Ben Fadeyiw
bfadeyiw@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-826-1462

