Rural Review
April 2018

Photo by Brandon Born

Ag Recycling

Page 2

#TakeItToTheLake
Page 2

Rural Beauty

Page 4

Reeve’s Message
Page 4

To flush, or not to flush?

Welcome back for the second part
of what you can do to keep your
plumbing flowing smoothly.
In the last edition of the Rural
Review, M.D. Utilities Operator,
Darren Turner went over what you
should absolutely avoid dumping
down the your sink. In this edition,
we’re going to cover the other piece
of the sewage puzzle - what NOT to
flush down your toilet.
The list starts off the same as what
not to send down your drain - cooking fats, dairy products, dirt from
washing off fresh produce, etc.
As this photo shows, there are a lot of things that end up going down the
toilet that don’t break down - markers, plastic applicatiors and even a ball.
Turner says people think they can
get away with flushing these things says. “They aren’t flushable. They
The list of things that shouldn’t be
down the toilet.
can cause big blockages, and they flushed down a toilet never ends.
“But people have to know, and re- don’t break down at the end of the Toilets were meant for human
member, all of this debris has to go sewage line.”
waste - not to be a flushable trash
through small pipes, and the same
Turner says there are a number can.
blockages that happen when you of things he’s found in the sewage
“Dumping or littering, in most caspour bacon fat down your kitchen lagoon systems in Ardmore, Fort es, is a serious offence that comes
sink can happen in your toilet too.” Kent and Therien that should be in with fines,” Turner says. “Putting
While sink blockages are disgust- the garbage. He’s certain the same these things down the drain or toiing and costly to fix, toilet block- things could be found in people’s let is another form of littering, and
ages are even more disgusting and private sewage systems as well.
while it would be hard to trace the
can cause even
“Let’s start with litter back to someone, it is doing
more damage.
pasta, rice, egg a lot of damage to nature and our
One of the big- You can take compostable items shells and coffee environment.”
gest culprits are to the M.D.’s Ardmore, Fort Kent, grounds,” he says.
Turner has found toothbrushes,
so-called flushable La Corey, and Therien landfills/ “Those
things cigarette butts, feminine hygiene
wipes.
transfer stations?
should be com- products (plastic applicators in“It doesn’t matter Find out more on our website at posted - not being cluded), markers, small toys, mediwhat it says on the http://md.bonnyville.ab.ca/Docu- flushed down a cation and even a used mop head.
package,” Turner mentCenter/View/1210
toilet.”

Did you know?
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Get ready to #TakeItToTheLake
It’s almost time to #TakeItToTheLake!
Campground reservation
lines for M.D. owned/operated campgrounds opened
April 2. Reservations will be
taken Monday to Friday, 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. until the
parks open for the season on
May 11.
Chicken Hill Lake - 780573-8941
Caretakers - Ellen & Marvin
Wadley
Cold Lake - 780-639-4121
Caretakers - Sharon & Bill
Wehinger
Crane Lake East & West 780-573-6443
Caretakers - Paulette & Eric Vanderkool

Ethel Lake - 780-573-9569
Caretaker - Owena Denning
& Ryan Ebel
Minnie Lake East & West 780-573-6666
Caretakers - Cathleen Ladouceur & Vernon Kotovich
Muriel Lake - 780-8264140
Caretakers - Cathleen Ladouceur & Vernon Kotovich
Pelican Point on Moose
Lake - 780-573-8828
Caretakers - Louisa & Wally
Mack
Wolf Lake - 780-826-0556
Photo by Brandon Born Caretakers - Pat & Marshall
Melnyk
Campsite availabilities will be announced every
Thursday at www.facebook.com/MDBonnyville.

M.D. rolling out new recycling program
Calling all grain producers.
Do you use grain bags? Do you
wish there was a better, more environmentally friendly way to get
rid of them? Well the M.D.’s Agriculture and Waste Department has
what you’re looking for.
This spring, staff from Ag and
Waste will be making appointments to bring our brand-new
grain bag roller to you. And there’s
more good news – it’s free.
What is a grain bag roller? It’s a
machine that will take those long
pieces of plastic that used to cover
and protect your grain in the field,
and roll them up into nice, neat
rolls. We’ll come to your farm or
field, roll up the plastic, and take it
away.
The rolls will then be shipped to
Southern Alberta, where they will
be recycled into plastic pellets. In
turn, the pellets will be made into
any number of things, including

fence posts, picnic tables, lawn fur- If you’re interested in setting up
niture and park benches.
an appointment to get your grain
The cost of shipping the plastic bags recycled, call Brad at 780-826south will be covered by the recy- 3171.
cling fee the M.D. will receive.
You can see the grain bag roller
“This is another step in elimi- in action by watching a video on
nating agricultural waste that is our website at md.bonnyville.
currently taking up space in our ab.ca/140/Solid-Waste.
land fil l s ,”
said Waste
Supervisor,
Brad
Ollen. “A few
years ago,
we started
recycling
plastic
twine. We
are
constantly
striving to
be environmentally
responsiPhoto courtesy of Wheatland County
ble.”
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Tips to keep things flowing in the right direction
of your kitchen sink in April, flush it down your toilet
Utilities operators have to fish these things out of the in May, pour it down the drain of your laundry sink in
June, etc.
lagoons. And where does it end up? At the landfill.
“Just give it a try,” Turner says. “For your sake, and
“You might as well put it in the garbage,” Turner says.
ours.”
“It’s going to end up there anyway.”
Not only will this help with your own plumbing, but
Your plumbing system is made up of sweeps, bends
it
can also help with the sewage lines all of the way to
and P-traps - all places these things can either build up
the lagoon.
or get stuck, resulting in a back up.
He urges residents with private sewage systems to do
So how can you help?
the
same, as it can also serve as a preventative meaThe first s tep i s t o s top fl ushing th e wr ong things
sure
in plumbing systems that end in a septic tank.
down the toilet.
Check out our ever-growing list of what you should The third step? Check out if your toilet paper is doing
keep out of the toilet bowl and sink at md.bonnyville. more harm than good.
“Put the amount of paper you would usually use in
ab.ca/191/Sewer.
The second step? Use a product such as SeptoBak the toilet bowl,” Turners advises. “Wait five minutes.
Stir it up. If it breaks up, it’s okay. If it stays in a clump,
once a month.
“For less than 10 bucks for eight treatments, you it could mean expensive plumbing bills in the future.”
If you have any questions or would like more inforcould be saving yourself thousands in plumbing issues,
mation about how the M.D.’s sanitary sewer system
not to mention a messy clean-up,” Turner says.
SeptoBak can be found at your local hardware store. works, contact one of our operators in the Utilities DeHe recommends rotating through the toilets and partment - Darren Turner or James Severyn - at 780drains in your house with one package, once a month. 826-3951.
For example, if you put the product down the drain
Continued From Front

We did an experiment. We took a sheet of two-ply toilet paper (left) and a sheet of three-ply toilet paper (right),
soaked them in water and placed a quarter on the paper. As you can see, the quarter broke through the twoply, while it remained sitting on top of the three-ply. M.D. Utilities Operator Darren Turner says this is a good
indication that one type of bathroom tissue will break apart and one type could lead to clogs down the line.

Small business
owners could
see tax savings

Do you own a small business in the M.D.? Do you employ less than 50 people?
If you do, we have some good news for you. Council has approved the creation
of a Small Business Sub-Class Tax Rate, which means you could save some
money on your next tax bill. Check out md.bonnyville.ab.ca/399/NEW--Small-Business-Sub-Class-Tax-Rate for more information, a Frequently
Asked Questions section and a declaration form, which must be signed and
returned to the M.D.
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A message from the Reeve
Reeve Greg Sawchuk
gsawchuk@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-201-2501
unicipal District of
Bonnyville Council is receiving kudos
from other municipalities across the province for being the
first to implement tax relief for small
businesses. In February, Council passed
a bylaw to create new sub-classes for
small business properties. In the interim budget, Council projected up to a
10 percent reduction in non-residential
taxes for small business owners.
Under the new Municipal Government
Act, councils were given the opportunity to create new taxation classifications for Non-Residential properties.
After hearing from small business owners during the October election campaign about the difficulties they were
facing during this economic downturn,
Council believed it was vitally important to take advantage of this change
immediately. Other municipalities are
now contacting the M.D. to ask about
the implementation process. Council
believes that if the M.D.’s assessment
climbs next year, we can claw back the
mill rate further, while making the reduction revenue neutral. The roll out
process even caught the eye of a national newspaper and the M.D. was featured
in the business section.
Council is also seeing some positive
results as it has advocated on another

M

prominent campaign issue – rural crime.
Representatives from northeastern
Alberta municipalities, First Nations
and Metis Settlements recently met
with the provincial Minister of Justice
to discuss the rise in rural crime and the
frustration and fear residents are facing. The province has increased funding
to hire more rural RCMP officers, to increase administrative staff to deal with
paperwork and to hire more prosecutors
for rural areas to reduce the workload.
But we need more to be done. The
meeting was focused on asking the Minister to change the precedent that has
been set and to lock up offenders for a
longer period of time – especially repeat
offenders. We also asked the Minister
to create a Northern Crime Task Force,
similar to the ones created in south and
central Alberta.
Recently we have seen some local successful initiatives when RCMP Crime
Teams have focused on the chronic
offenders in our area. The representatives also asked the Minister to look at
changing the mandate of Peace Officers
to allow them to provide increased assistance to the RCMP.
As the new Council settles into its first
six months in office, we will continue
to work on the issues brought forth by
M.D. residents. Members of Council
have made it a priority to attend community events and meetings to talk to
residents about the services they want
the M.D. to provide.

Rural Beautification Contest returning for 2018
If you have a green
thumb, with a yard to
match, you may want
to keep the M.D.’s Rural
Beautification Contest in
mind when planting this
year.
The contest sees neigh-

bours and friends nominating
their
greenthumb hobbiests, which
culiminates with an
August tour of the M.D.
with stops at the winning
properties.
More information on

the contest will be availble in June.
In the meantime, start
browsing those seed
catalogues, and see what
you can plant to make
your yard stand out.

Meet Your Councillors

Ward 1 - Marc Jubinville
mjubinville@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-826-0992

Ward 2 - Darcy Skarsen
dskarsen@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-201-3478

Ward 3 - Mike Krywiak
mkrywiak@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-573-6093

Ward 4 - Ed Duchesne
educhesne@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-201-5734

Ward 5 - Dana Swigart
dswigart@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-573-9095

Ward 6 - Ben Fadeyiw
bfadeyiw@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-826-1462

