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Have you ever taken a dirty, greasy
pan to the sink and thought “maybe I shouldn’t wash this down the
drain?”
M.D. Water and Sewer Assistant, Darren Turner wants you
to listen to that inner voice.
“Most fats, oil and grease are
hot when they’re poured down
the drain,” Turner points out.
“But when it hits the cold pipes
underground, the grease hardens on the walls of the sewer
line.”
Turner wants to clear up any
myths around the things you
pour down your drain, and educate people on what kind of damage can be caused.
“A popular myth is that running
hot water down the drain will prevent that,” he says. “But, the ground
surrounding the pipe keeps it cool,
allowing the fat and grease to cling
to the interior pipe walls.”
Turner explains that if a person
continues to pour the wrong kinds
of things down the drain over weeks
or months, eventually the pipe will
be completely blocked, as the photo above shows.
Turner helps look after the M.D.’s
sanitary sewer systems in Fort
Kent, Ardmore, Therien and the
Lakeside Estates subdivision. Last
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Put down the bacon fat
and step away from the sink!
year, his department received multiple calls for help from a property in Fort Kent. After advising the

property caretakers to stop pouring
grease down the drain, he received
another call for help. This time, he
ended up having to dig up the pipe
to clear the blockage.
It was no surprise to him what he
found - a completely blocked pipe
caked with grease and fat.
“It’s completely avoidable,” Turner says.
These blockages can cause sewage
backups, which could make for an
even bigger mess to clean up - not
only for you, but your neighbours
as well. The blockage could end up
in the main pipe - not just the pipe
leading to the system from your
house.

And this isn’t just a hazard for residents on a sewer system. It’s also
a hazard for anyone using a septic
field.
Did you know there are two
parts to a septic tank? One side
holds solids, while the other
side holds liquid. Once the liquid side gets to a certain level, it
pumps out of the tank, into your
septic field, via a 1.5 inch pipe.
For size reference, the blocked
pipe to the left is four inches in
diameter.
Grease floats, and ends up in
the wet section of a septic tank.
And that’s where the trouble
can start.
“It doesn’t take much to clog
that
small
diameter
pipe,”
Turner says.
When it comes to cooking grease,
he says there’s a simple way to deal
with it:

Cool It
Can It
Trash It
“Instead of pouring it down the
drain, or flushing it down the toilet,
allow it to cool and solidify, then
scrape it out and dispose of it in
Continued on Pg. 3
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Cosmetics, butter not drain friendly
Continued From Front

your household trash.”
Here is a list of what NOT to put down
your drain:
• Meats, other scraps, baking
Ward 1 - Marc Jubinville
• Sauces, gravies, salad dressings
mjubinville@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
• Dairy products - milk, cream, yo780-826-0992
gurt, kefir, cheese
• Fats, lard, cooking oil, shortening,

bacon grease, butter, margarine
• Cosmetics - make-up, some soaps
and oils, and lotion
If you have questions, or would like
more information on how the M.D.’s
sanitary sewer system works, contact
one of our operators in the Utilities Department - Darren Turner or James Severyn at 780-826-3951.

Clubroot Update meeting Feb. 26

Ward 2 - Darcy Skarsen
dskarsen@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-201-3478

Ward 3 - Mike Krywiak
mkrywiak@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-573-6093

Ward 4 - Ed Duchesne
educhesne@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-201-5734

Ward 5 - Dana Swigart
dswigart@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-573-9095

Ward 6 - Ben Fadeyiw
bfadeyiw@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-826-1462

Canola producers are
invited to attend a clubroot and blackleg information session Feb. 26
at the Flat Lake Hall.
This information session will run from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. and will

cover a farmer’s perspective on clubroot, a
research update on the
diseases, and update on
clubroot and blackleg’s
status in our area and
more.
You must register by

February 20 to attend.
This is a free session,
which will also include
lunch.
For more information
or to register, contact
M.D. Ag Fieldman Janice
Boden at 780-207-0560.

Road construction priorities for 2018
Every year, Council sets a list of road
priorities to be completed.
One piece of the pie are the roads
which need to be reconstructed, or new
roads that need to be built.
Following Council discussions, the
road construction project list for 2018
has tentatively been set.
In Ward 1, .75 of a mile on Range Road
454 between Secondary Highway 657
to Muriel Lake will be constructed. Two
miles of Township Road 605 from Rge.
Rd. 440 to Rge. Rd. 442 will be reconstructed.
In Ward 2, there will be 1.5 miles of new
construction on Rge. Rd. 473 starting at
Hwy. 28 and going north.
In Ward 3, there will be one mile of new
construction on Rge. Rd. 474 from Twp.
Rd. 614 to Twp. Rd. 615. Rge. Rd. 483 will
see 1.5 miles of reconstruction north
from Twp. Rd. 592.
Ward 4 residents will see two miles of
Twp. Rd. 640 reconstructed from Rge.
Rd. 471 to Rge. Rd. 473.
Ward 5 will see the most projects completed with the following projects:

•

Rge. Rd. 440 one mile of reconstruction from Twp. Rd. 643 to Twp.
Rd. 644
• Twp. Rd. 622 one mile of reconstruction from Rge. Rd. 435 to Rge.
Rd. 440
• Twp. Rd. 620 1.5 miles of reconstruction east and west of Hwy. 892
• Twp. Rd. 625 one mile of reconstruction to fix a drainage problem
between Rge. Rd. 442 and Rge. Rd.
443
In Ward 6, there will be two miles of
reconstruction on Twp. Rd. 630 (Ski Hill
Road) from Rge. Rd. 415 to the City of
Cold Lake city limits.
All in all, the construction projects add
up to 14.25 miles.
“It’s going to be a busy summer,” said
Director of Transportation and Utilities
Darcy Zelisko. “As long as the sun shines
and the spring thaw happens quickly, we
should have no problem completing this
list of projects.”
For the full list of road projects and a
map of the 2018 road work list, see the
April edition of the Rural Review.
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A message from the Reeve
Reeve Greg Sawchuck
at the M.D. as a whole, rather
gsawchuk@md.bonnyville.ab.ca than individual Wards.
2. M.D. Recreation Needs
780-201-2501
Council wants to survey resiunicipal District of Bonny- dents to ask them what types of
ville Council started recreation facilities and programs
off the year with a they would like to see in the M.D.
large to-do list as outlined in the and neighbouring urban commuInterim Budget passed in Decem- nities. This includes all types of
ber. And the list just got longer as recreation – campgrounds, halls,
we completed a two-day planning Kinosoo Ridge Snow Resort, basesession at the end of January with ball fields, arts and culture, outdoor
the assistance of an outside consul- arenas and trails.
3. Regional Collaboration
tant and administrative staff.
It is important that all four comCouncil undertook the Strategic
Planning Session to take an in- munities – the M.D., Town of
depth look at the issues facing the Bonnyville, City of Cold Lake and
M.D. and to prioritize an action the Village of Glendon – work together to make the region strong.
plan.
It is Council’s belief that we have By working together, we can have a
to take a business approach, using greater impact when we lobby the
fact-based decision making, to set federal and provincial governments
the M.D. of Bonnyville’s priorities. in support of the oil and gas indusAs you can imagine, there was lots try, changes to the justice system or
of discussion in the room as Council increased crime prevention opporhashed out the Strategic Priorities tunities.
4. Natural Gas Accessibility
Chart for the first time.
Some residents in the M.D. are adCouncil boiled it down to five priorities it will tackle immediately, versely affected by a low pressure
six priorities, which will require in the natural gas system that flows
Council advocacy to the provincial to their home. The M.D. is facing
and federal governments and nine growth pressures due to the lack of
priorities that will move into place access to natural gas for residential
use.
as the top five are dealt with.
Council wants to have discussions
The top five priorities include:
with
the provincial regulator and
1. Overall M.D. Road Priorities
Plan and Operational Cost Anal- the companies that provide natural
gas to the M.D. to find solutions to
ysis
Council is doing a survey of all the issue.
5. Intermunicipal Collaboration
M.D. roads to set out a road priUnder the new Municipal Governorities plan for the next four to 10
years. Council will also do a cost ment Act (MGA), the M.D. must enanalysis of all road operations to ter into eight Intermunicipal Colcompare the cost of doing the work laboration Frameworks (ICFs) with
in-house compared to contract- neighbouring municipalities. These
ing out. The road plan will look include: County of St. Paul, Town
at transportation corridors in the of Bonnyville, Lac La Biche County,
M.D., road use, road standards and City of Cold Lake, Village of Glenroad maintenance. We are looking don, Summer Village of Bonnyville

M

Beach, Summer Village of Pelican
Narrows and Improvement District
349. These agreements are mandated by the provincial government
and must be completed by April of
2020.
The frameworks are essentially
cost-sharing agreements that recognize the shared services that residents use such as recreation, general infrastructure, fire, ambulance,
Family and Community Support
Services (FCSS) and libraries.
The Advocacy Priority List includes: Crime Prevention Awareness; Justice System Changes;
Methane Gas Emission Regulations;
Medical Service Access; ICF Grants
and Cold Lake Medical Professional
Recruitment.
The nine priorities waiting to move
into the top five include: plans for
an all-season Kinosoo Ridge Snow
Resort; regional Economic Development Strategy; review of the
Municipal Development Plan; hamlet Area Structure Plans; hamlet
growth policies; Tourism Strategy
and the three ICFs for the City of
Cold Lake, Town of Bonnyville and
the Village of Glendon.
As you read through these priorities, you will see that many need
funding resources. Those funds
will come from the M.D. budget
or through provincial or federal
grants.
Some ICF agreements may take a
short time to negotiate, others will
take longer. Some issues on the advocacy list will take a long time to
realize results, others may have solutions right around the corner.
And it goes without saying that
the M.D. will continue to offer all
the other services it has been delivering throughout the years.
Keep an eye on the M.D. website
for upcoming survey information.

