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Council approves 2018 interim budget
The
Municipal
District of Bonnyville Council approved a $90.4
million
interim,
balanced
budget (not including school and
lodge requisitions)
at its meeting on
Wednesday. With
economic drivers
and
community
support at the forefront of the M.D.’s
new Council, the
interim budget delivers Council priorities in the following areas:
• Holds municipal
mill rates constant
with prior years’
mill rates
Introducing the 2017-2021 Municipal District of Bonnyville Council
• Funding for a Back row (l-r) Ward 6 Councillor Ben Fadeyiw, Ward 1 Councillor Marc Jubinville, Ward 4 Councillor Edward DuchRural Crime Pre- esne, Ward 2 Councillor Darcy Skarsen.
vention Program Front row (l-r) Ward 5 Councillor Dana Swigart, Reeve Greg Sawchuk, Ward 3 Councillor Mike Krywiak.
at the cost of
trating on tax relief and controlled grants and contributions and $10.1
$215,000
• Implements a new property class spending on new initiatives. Resi- million from General Revenues,
for Small Business to reduce the tax dents may see up to a 10 % assess- such as fees, equipment replacement reduction in 2018, and with a ment program, and reserves. A
burden by 10 %
• Establishes a $1 million legacy frozen mill rate, ratepayers may see special financing arrangement will
a reduction in their taxes.”
secure additional funds for the La
fund.
The 2018 budget will be funded Corey Resource Road in the amount
Reeve Greg Sawchuk says, “Council has chosen a conservative ap- through $61.8 million in municipal of up to $14 million.
Continued on Page 2
proach to our first budget concen- taxes, $8.7 million in government
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2018 interim budget includes regional cooperation funds
Continued from front

The proposed debt servicing of
the road will be offset by an annual
$1.2 million contribution over 15
years from Improvement District
(ID) 349. A further $4.5 million will
come in the form of transfers from
surplus (reserve funds carried over
from projects and funds remaining
from previous years’ budgets).
Next year will see the M.D. again
cooperating with our urban neighbours, with $5 million set aside for
the Inter Municipal Cooperation
Program (IMCP).
Allocations will be made in 2018
based on an equalized per capita
assessment.
The 2018 budget also includes a
$25,000 contribution to help fund a
Mental Health Navigator; $3.2 million for Phase 6 of the Ardmore Underground project; $1.6 million for

the Highway 28 Underpass to connect the trail network from the Town
of Bonnyville to Vezeau Beach, with
$800,000 coming from reserves and
$800,000 from the 2018 budget;
$6 million for the Wolf Lake Road
Reconstruction; $400,000 each for
Master Drainage Plans for Moose
Lake and Crane Lake; $400,000 for
Annual Trail Paving; $600,000 for
repairing the bridge on Columbine
Creek; $30,000 for improvements at
Kinosoo Ridge and a $600,000 fund
to begin saving for the upgrade or
replacement of the green chairlift;
$75,000 for change rooms at Minnie Lake M.D. Park and $60,000 for
a Major Emergency Plan Review
and update.
Additionally, Council has agreed
to continue to fund the Seniors
Transportation Grant at $60,000,
while Community Halls and Societ-

ies will have access to $575,000 for
capital and operating costs.
Continuing in the vein of cooperation, the M.D. will provide funding support for the Bonnyville and
Cold Lake museums, Beaver River
Regional Waste Management Commission, Family and Community
Social Services (FCSS) in Bonnyville
and Cold Lake, Bonnyville Regional
Fire Authority and the libraries in
the two major urban communities.
The M.D. is also working with
neighbouring municipalities to initiate joint programs to access the
new $6 million Intermunicipal Cooperation fund through ID 349.
M.D. Council will take another
look and pass the final 2018 budget
in the spring, after receiving the
Education and Lakeland Lodge requisitions from the provincial government.

Holiday hours for M.D. offices,
landfills and Kinosoo Ridge
The holiday season is right
around the corner, which
means spending time with
friends and family.
With that in mind, M.D. offices and landfills will have hours
of operation changes so our
Council and staff can spend
time with friends and family.
Hours for the Main Administration offices, as well as
Transportation and Utilities,
Agriculture and Waste Services, and Parks, Recreation and
Culture shops are as follows:
Dec. 22 - closing at noon
Dec. 23 - 27 - closed
Dec. 28, 29 - normal hours
Dec. 30 to Jan. 1 - closed
Please note, the roads hotline
780-812-5000 will be open.

Landfill hours are as follows:
Dec. 24 - Ardmore & Hilda
Lake open from 10 a.m. - 4
p.m. Goodridge - closed.
Dec. 25, 26 - all sites closed
Dec. 27 - normal hours
Dec. 31 - Ardmore, Hilda Lake
and Goodridge open 10 a.m. 4 p.m.
Jan. 1 - all sites closed.
Kinosoo Ridge Snow Resort
will be closed Dec. 24 & 25.
The hill will be open Dec. 31
for tubing from 11 a.m. to 4
p.m. and for skiing from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m.
The Ridge will also be closed
Jan. 1.
Have a happy, safe and joyful holiday season from M.D.
Council and staff!

Kinosoo Ridge now open

The 2017-2018 ski, snowboard and tubing season at Kinosoo Ridge is going to be one of the
best ever.
Early cold, snowy conditions this fall means
all runs will open this winter, while new lesson
packages mean lots of fun for the whole family.
Check out the new Kids Ride and Slide lesson
package - ski/snowboard lessons in the morning, before hitting the Tube Park in the afternoon.
See www.kinosoo.ca for more details.
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Catch Snow Fever Family Day weekend
4 Wing Cold Lake, City of Cold
Lake and the M.D. of Bonnyville
with Kinosoo Ridge Snow Resort
are coming together to present
Snow Fever – the premier winter event in the Lakeland.
Snow Fever is a three-day collaborative celebration to be held
Family Day weekend (February
17-19, 2018).
Kinosoo Ridge will kick off the
weekend Sat., Feb. 17, 2018 with
Snöjuhla – a snow celebration
packed full of food, live music, onhill racing and more.
The City of Cold Lake will take the
torch on Sun., Feb. 18 with Fire &
Ice at the Marina, which will include ice features, a pond hockey
tournament, hotdog and marshmallow roast and more.
4 Wing will wrap up the weekend
on Mon., Feb. 19 with a bevy of family activities including cross-coun-

try skiing, snowshoeing, wagon
rides, cookie decorating and more.
“The M.D. is excited to be partnering with our neighbours for a
weekend of winter fun, while showcasing Kinosoo Ridge,” says M.D.
of Bonnyville Reeve Greg Sawchuk.
“It appears we have a long winter ahead of us. This will give us
a chance to get out there and embrace the snow with our families.”
Wing Commander Col. Paul Doyle
agrees it’s going to be a great event.
“For the first time, this year the

M.D. of Bonnyville’s Kinosoo Ridge
joins 4 Wing and the City of Cold
Lake to make this event happen. We
have lots lined up for Snow Fever
and there will be many opportunities for both children and adults to
have some winter fun. Looking forward to seeing you there.”
City of Cold Lake Mayor Craig Copeland says Snow Fever will offer a
great variety of activities.
“Our winter festivities in the region are so diverse. It’s going to be
a great weekend of activities that
really showcases the beauty of the
Lakeland and all we have to offer
in the winter. Visitors and residents alike are sure to have a great
time at the first annual Snow Fever
weekend.”
More information, events and
photos will be posted on the event’s
Facebook page at www.facebook.
com/SnowFeverLakeland.

Wet start to road work season pushes projects to 2018
With a late spring snowstorm, and
an incredibly rainy spring, road
crews in the M.D. made the best of
sunny days this summer.
With above average rainfalls, the
Oiling Crew managed to complete
the 10 miles of oiling projects laid
out in the 2017 Road
Priorities List.
Eight of the 12 paving projects were completed.
“Considering
how
wet it was, the crews
did very well,” said
Darcy Zelisko, Director of Transportation
and Utilities. “I’m very
pleased.”
The four remaining
paving projects will
be moved to the 2018

Road Project list.
Those projects include the top lift
(AKA top layer) on Baywood Road
and two miles on Range Road 485,
and the paving of Township Road
622 from Range Road 444 to Secondary Highway 892, and Twp. Rd.

611A from Hwy. 28 to Rge. Rd. 461.
Two construction projects will
also be carried over to the 2018
list - a section of Twp. Rd. 622 as
well as the Esso Road (Rge. Rd. 440)
from Twp. Rd. 643 to Twp. Rd. 644.
As always, the road project list and
its completion is dependent upon weather
and materials availability.
The 2018 list will be finalized in the new year,
with the Construction
Priority List being published in the February
2018 edition of the Rural Review. The annual
Road Projects list and
map will be featured in
the April 2018 edition
of Rural Review.
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A message from the Reeve
Reeve Greg Sawchuck
gsawchuk@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-201-2501
t has been a fast-paced
seven weeks since the
election.
The new Municipal District of Bonnyville Council barely got
comfortable in their seats before being
handed the binders for the 2018 Interim
Budget and getting briefed on the Improvement District (ID) 349 negotiations
with the Minister of Municipal Affairs.
The new members of M.D. Council received some help from the incumbents,
as we poured over the 2018 budget numbers. Councillors were excited to bring
forward ideas from residents they had
met on the campaign trail. One of the
first items Council approved in the upcoming budget was funding for a Rural
Crime Prevention Program. Everyone on
Council is aware of the crime onslaught
our residents are currently facing. I am
writing this column just before the December 1 public Regional Crime Forum I
organized with regional representatives.
Council is open to all solutions that are
brought forward at the forum. Residents
should expect to see some of these proposals in the final 2018 budget.
Council chose a conservative approach
to our first budget, concentrating on tax
relief and controlled spending on new
initiatives. Council will be implementing
a new property class for Small Business
to reduce the tax burden by 10 percent,
while maintaining mill rates the same
as 2017. Council believes residents may
see a 10 percent assessment reduction in
2018, and with a frozen mill rate, taxpayers may see a reduction in their taxes.
Just after Council passed the 2018 Interim Budget, the M.D., along with other
regional municipal representatives, met
with the Minister of Municipal Affairs regarding the new funding formula for ID
349. Council is pleased with the results of
the extended negotiations with the pro-

I

vincial government. The M.D. will continue to receive $1 million a year to cover
the annual maintenance costs on the La
Corey North Resource Road. In addition,
the M.D. will receive $1.2 million per
year, over 15 years, to cover the debentured costs of applying a much needed
asphalt overlay on the highway. While we
would have preferred the province take
over the La Corey North Resource Road
and service it as a provincial highway,
Council is happy the provincial government included $2.2 million for the road
in the funding formula.
Council intends to continue to be a regional partner through our voluntary $5
million Intermunicipal Cooperation Program (IMCP), which the M.D. started in
2015. The IMCP will become the basis
for the new, provincially mandated, Intermunicipal Collaboration Framework
(ICF) program with our neighbouring
municipalities. Council will continue to
work with our neighbours, supporting
services our M.D. residents use in those
urban municipalities. We look forward to
working with regional municipalities to
access the new $6 million ID 349 Intermunicipal Fund that benefits the region
as a whole.
In preparation for approving the final
budget in April, Council will be having
a two-day planning session in January
to map out the five to 10-year direction
of the M.D. At this time Council will be
looking at all the services the M.D. provides such as roads, recreation, agriculture, waste, planning and economic
development, as well as services we are
being asked to support such as regional
health care. Under the new Municipal
Government Act (MGA), the M.D. also
has to have ICF agreements with all municipalities that touch our borders. So we
are looking at new ways to do business as
we move forward.
The new Council is invigorated with
new ideas and we urge residents to contact their Ward Councillor with issues or
concerns

Meet Your Councillors

Ward 1 - Marc Jubinville
mjubinville@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-826-0992

Ward 2 - Darcy Skarsen
dskarsen@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-201-3478

Ward 3 - Mike Krywiak
mkrywiak@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-573-6093

Ward 4 - Ed Duchesne
educhesne@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-201-5734

Ward 5 - Dana Swigart
dswigart@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-573-9095

Ward 6 - Ben Fadeyiw
bfadeyiw@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-826-1462

