For more information, call
Transportation and Utilities
780-826-3951
M.D. Council decided on a phased construction
approach for the Ardmore Improvements due to
budget implications, the length of the Alberta
construction season and the fact that improvements are being made in neighbourhoods
where people live.
It is impossible to tear up the whole hamlet
and complete all the work in one construction
season. Using the phased approach, there will
be one year that looks like total chaos as the
street is totally ripped up, and then the second
where the street is blocked for paving, curbs,
gutter and sidewalk. Residents can enjoy the
entire new view in the third year.
Crews are scheduled to complete the west side
surface work in 2017.

Based on budget projections, the east side
improvement will begin in 2018. The east side
of Ardmore is smaller in size, so construction is
expected to take two to three phases. One year
of street excavation, one year to do the surface
work and one year to complete the storm pond.
There are also less elevation issues on the east
end of Ardmore.
M.D. Council believes these infrastructure improvements will help grow the hamlet.
New lots are being serviced as the work is
being done to accommodate new growth.
The improvements will increase property values for the majority of residents.
Once Ardmore is complete, the M.D. will have
two hamlets – Fort Kent and Ardmore – that
have been upgraded to urban standards.
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For up-to-date information on what’s
happening in the M.D., follow us on
Facebook at:
facebook.com/MDBonnyville
or visit our website at:
www.md.bonnyville.ab.ca

Ardmore
Infrastructure Improvements
Project Update - Fall 2016

Ardmore is getting updgraded. Big time.
The Ardmore Infrastructure Improvements Project
is a multi-year, phased project, based on budget
availability.
Municipal District of Bonnyville Council approved
the estimated $15 million investment in the hamlet
to upgrade the community from rural to urban standards. Once completed, homeowners can expect to
see improved drainage, an improved road network,
hard surface asphalt, curbs, gutters and sidewalks.
The streets will be paved and the risk of flooding
will be greatly reduced.

When Ardmore was built, there was no grading
or drainage plan for the hamlet. The infrastructure
improvements include a change in elevation, which
will have the water drain to the road, down the
gutters and out to the storm water ponds, alleviating annual flooding throughout the hamlet (see
photo below). This planned construction reduces
the maintenance costs for Ardmore.

The major issue construction crews face throughout the improvement project is elevation.
Residents will notice the differences as their driveway, or yards, suddenly have a long drop to the
new street.
Rest assured - crews work with homeowners to
transition the elevation from old to new. Yards and
driveways are sloped to accommodate drainage.
No one is left hanging. Streets are transitioned to
ensure a smooth drive through the hamlet.
Top: Example of finished driveway and yard
sloped to accommodate the change of elevation in the street.

Residents anxious to see the finished product can
take a drive over to 48 Avenue (as pictured below).

That means Ardmore is going to be “Under
Construction” for another three to four years. The
timeline is entirely dependent on annual project
budget allocations. The good news is that the M.D.
is squeezing what would normally be a 20-year
project into the reduced time frame. The M.D. received a $5.82 million Building Canada Grant to do
some of the underground work to replace piping
and build storm water ponds.
Currently the Improvement Project is in Year Four,
Phase 4. This year, M.D. Council put in an extra
$1.3 million towards the underground phase of the
project to take advantage of good pricing. That is
why it seems like this year, everywhere you turn in
the western section of Ardmore, you are encountering construction. It will all be worthwhile when all
of the work is completed.

The underground work has a 60 to 80 year life cycle. The surface work has a 40 year life cycle, with
periodic overlays occurring during that period
To bring Ardmore up to urban standards, every
street must be lowered, dug up to replace underground piping and a storm drain system installed.
In the second year, paved road, curbs, gutters and
sidewalks are put in. Hydroseeding is done in the
fall and spring.
Each improvement stage is a phased process –
underground one year and the surface work the
following year.

Top: Example of street before regrading and
surface works.
Below: Example of driveway, curbs and gutters
after underground infrastructure replaced and
surface works completed.

A curb was put on only one side of the street
because of the access to the Iron Horse Trail on the
south side.
During construction, the M.D. built up the Iron
Horse Trail staging area and improved access on
both the west and east side by building approaches. Residents now have a looped access to the
hamlet via 47th Avenue.

