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Popular shelterbelt program back in 2017
Shelterbelt, fruit and berry seedlings available at discount for M.D. residents

Living in the Municipal District of Bonnyville isn’t just
about planting roots in the community - it’s also about
planting literal roots.
The Agriculture and Waste Services department is
bringing back its ever-popular shelterbelt tree program in 2017.
This program sees M.D. residents buying trees at a
discount from the department.
“It’s been very successful,” said Assistant Fieldman,
Janice Boden. “We sell out every year.”
This year, Boden has increased the M.D.’s order to
7,000 trees in an attempt to make sure everyone gets
a little something. About 1,000 of the added trees are
fruit and berry varieties. Boden says these types of
trees sell out first every year.
Trees don’t just look pretty and give us delicious fruit.
They also filter dust and pollutants, and improve air
quality.
“The success of this program means our residents
are invested in keeping the M.D. clean and green not only for this generation, but future generations as

And now a note from the Planning
and Development Department...

With spring around the corner, construction season is
fast approaching. Please remember to visit our Planning and Development Department for all of your permit
requirements.
Unsure if your development requires a permit? Give
us a quick call at 780-826-3171 and our friendly and
knowledgeable staff will answer any questions or concerns you may have.
Online permit applications can be found on our website at www.md.bonnyville.ab.ca..

well.”
Boden points out the trees the M.D. offers are grown
locally.
“We buy trees that are born and bred here,” she said.
“That’s why ours have a higher survivability - they’re
meant for this soil and weather.”
Seedlings are sold on a first come, first served basis
and will be ready for pick up in May. To order, please
call Christy at the Ag Services shop at 780-826-3951.
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Clubroot in M.D. stalls, while Blackleg appears
In 2015, Clubroot was found in a
canola field in the southwest portion
of the Municipal District of Bonnyville.
In 2016, 337 field inspections
turned up zero fields containing
the disease, which turns the roots
of canola plants into club-like structures, limiting their ability to take in
water.

Example of Clubroot
“But that doesn’t mean it’s not
there,” said Assistant Fieldman
Janice Boden. “It was a poor growing season for clubroot because
of all of the moisture. Farmers
just couldn’t get their equipment in
the fields, which can help stop the
spread of it.”
But, that moisture brought its own
set of problems - namely Blackleg.
During the 337 field inspections,
Boden also looked for Blackleg - a

fungal disease that manifests as a
canker on the stem of the canola
plant, which weakens it, and makes
it fall over.
“It was very prevalent because
it relies on moisture,” Boden explained. “Anytime there’s moisture,
that’s when fungal diseases show
up.”
The approach to getting rid of
Blackleg is similar to the one Boden
recommends for Clubroot.
“We recommend longer rotations
between canola crops,” she said.
“As well as using resistant varieties
of canola seed. Spores for Blackleg are dispersed by wind and rain.
These spores can stick around in
soil for at least three years.”
With two canola diseases on the
horizon, Boden is considering another 100 per cent canola field inspection in 2017.
The M.D. and the County of St.
Paul have been hosting information
sessions with producers. Boden expects there will be another session,
with information/presentations from
the Canola Council of Canada.
Dates for the information sessions will be posted at www.
md.bonnyville.ab.ca and on Facebook at www.facebook.com/MD-

Bonnyville.
“We want farmers to continue best
management practices for growing
healthy crops,” Boden said.
Please call Boden at 780-8263951 for more information on best
management practices or if you
have any questions.

(4905 - 50 Ave, Bonnyville), the
Transportation and Utilities Shop at
61330 Range Road 455, as well as
the following locations:

M & M Mini Mart - Ardmore
Mac’s Lock & Key - Cherry Grove
Esso Car Wash - Cold Lake
Poachers Corner - Glendon
Iron River General Store - Iron
River
Northern Lights Truck Stop Intersection of Highways 55 and
892
For
more
information
on
this program, please call our
Transportation
and
Utilities
Department at 780-826-3951.

Examples of Blackleg

Snow removal and grader flags available for residents

As an M.D. resident, have you
ever seen an orange flag at the end
of your neighbour’s driveway, and
wondered what it was all about?
The M.D. sells these orange flags
to residents throughout the year - in
the winter, it signals driveway snow
removal is required. In the summer,
it signals grading is required.
Each flag costs $25 and buys up
to 15 minutes of grader/plow time.
These flags are available at the
main M.D. Administration Building
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Kinosoo Ridge Snow Resort ready to party
Music, ice slide and fun competitions taking over hill on Family Day weekend

Family Day weekend will have a
different beat this year.
Kinosoo Ridge
Snow
Resort
will be celebrating its 35th anniversary with
Snojuhla - Finnish for Snow
Celebration
February 18 to
20.
As
always,
there will be
plenty of family fun at the hill
- skiing, snowboarding and
tubing,
along
with the added bonus of live music
on February 18 and 19.
Former Cold Laker, Lexi Strate will
kick things off Saturday afternoon
as she takes to the Bumper to Bumper Snow Stage at 3 p.m., getting

the crowd warmed up for Coleman
Hell at 4 p.m.

On Sunday, Neon Steve will get
everyone grooving at 2 p.m., followed by SkiiTour at 3 p.m.
The Funk Hunters will hit the stage
at 4 p.m.
There will also be a Snowboard

Tax deadlines approaching
There are two important tax
deadlines coming up at the end
of February.
The first is the
deadline to sign up
for Autopay.
Ratepayers
can
sign up to have their
taxes divided into 12
monthly payments
and automatically withdrawn
from their bank accounts.
The deadline to sign up for this
service is February 28.
For more information or to sign
up, please contact our Tax Department at 780-826-3171, or

come into the Main Administration building at 4905-50 Ave. in
Bonnyville to sign
up.
The second deadline is to address
outstanding tax accounts.
Any tax accounts
with
outstanding
taxes on March 1 will be subject
to a 10 percent penalty.
If you have any questions about
this penalty or the status of your
tax account, please contact our
Tax Department at 780-8263171.

Rail Jam, Ski Cross, ice slide, concession and pavilion - made entirely
out of ice - and
a number of
other exciting
ways to help
Kinosoo celebrate their 35th
season.
Are you a
Season Pass
holder? Your
ticket is free!
Please give
the hill a call
at
780-5945564 to have
your tickets put
aside.
For more information or to buy tickets online, check out www.kinosoo.
ca.
Keep an eye on www.facebook.
com/skikinosooridge for event updates.

New app for M.D.
Want to look at the M.D. Events
Calendar on your phone? Do you
need to see what Kinosoo Ridge’s
hours are?
We have an app for that!
You can find us on the Apple App
Store and the Google Play Store just search for the M.D. of Bonnyville and/or Kinosoo Ridge.
Happy surfing!
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From the desk of Reeve Ed Rondeau
I

’m sure many
of you are interested in all the
various aspects
of politics taking
place in Canada
and the United
Reeve Ed Rondeau States.
erondeau@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
It’s interesting
780-573-9624
how voters in the
U.S. followed Canada and Alberta
in expressing their concerns about
the way government business is being handled. Citizens are questioning whether or not politicians are
representing and supporting them.
For voters in rural areas of Alberta,
important changes are going to happen regarding provincial electoral
boundaries. These changes will affect how citizens in rural Alberta are
represented.
The Alberta Electoral Boundaries
Commission (www.abec.ca) is currently taking submissions and doing
town hall meetings across the province to get input from voters about
our electoral boundaries.
The whole problem with these
boundary changes is that our rural
piece of the pie keeps shrinking.
Rural includes small cities, towns,

villages, and rural municipalities.
Our ratio of representation shrinks
as the large city population increases. Constituencies in Alberta are
based on population, not the size
of area. Our rural voice is getting
weaker and weaker every time we
do a boundary change.
I urge you to talk to MLA Scott Cyr,
or make a submission to the Alberta
Electoral Boundary Commission.
We elect MLAs (regardless of party)
to represent us.
Your voice cannot be heard if you
don’t talk to your MLA and others
in government. M.D. of Bonnyville
Council will be making their concerns known to the Boundary Commission.
M.D. Council has received kudos
for its leadership in Regional Cooperation from the provincial government for the Inter Municipal Cooperation Program. Former Minister of
Municipal Affairs, Danielle Larivee
stated in a letter, “I applaud the work
that the region has done to create
this program. This example of intermunicipal cooperation becomes especially relevant as we look ahead
to the new Modernized Municipal
Government Act and the require-

ments for mandatory Intermunicipal
Collaboration.” Larivee continued,
“I encourage you to continue the
good working relationship that you
have developed with your municipal
neighbours.”
This year, the Inter Municipal Cooperation Program will see the Village of Glendon receive $515,055,
the City of Cold Lake will receive
$645,800, with the Town of Bonnyville receiving just over $3.8 million,
which includes $800,000 for the
Bonnyville and District Centennial
Centre.
As we wrap up the final numbers
for 2016, Council is proud to say it
was another good year for the M.D.
We completed most of the projects
that Council had identified as priorities at the start of the year.
Roads continue to be Council’s
prime focus. The amount of hard
surfaced roads continues to grow.
Council is planning another aggressive year for roads in 2017. Subsequent newsletters will lay out the
project priorities once all the tenders are awarded.
I wish everyone the very best for
2017 and may God continue to
bless us all.

Meet Your Councillors
Ward 1 - Don Sinclair
dsinclair@md.bonnyville.ab.ca

780-573-6029

Ward 4 - Barry Kalinski

Ward 2 - David Fox
dfox@md.bonnyville.ab.ca

780-573-3266

Ward 5 - Dana Swigart

Ward 3 - Mike Krywiak
mkrywiak@md.bonnyville.ab.ca

780-573-6093

Ward 6 - Fred Bamber

bkalinski@md.bonnyville.ab.ca

dswigart@md.bonnyville.ab.ca

fbamber@md.bonnyville.ab.ca

780-573-6082

780-573-9095

780-573-6793

