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T & U rolling right along on 2016 road projects

The warm, dry spring put M.D. road
crews in a good starting position for
the rest of the road construction season.
"The rain during the month of June
has hampered our efforts a bit," said
Darcy Zelisko, Director of Transportation and Utilities for the Municipal
District of Bonnyville. "We're behind
schedule, but not by much."
Zelisko said it is the road construction schedule that is suffering the
most. However, oiling and paving
crews are pretty close to the original
schedule set out at the beginning of
the year.
Some of the roads on the 2016 Road
Priorities Project List have changed
over the past month.

Township Road 615 from Fort Kent
to Range Road 452 (a.k.a. LARA
Road) was moved from the Rip and
Relay list to the Paving list.
While the Baywood Road, just outside of Cold Lake, was scheduled for
2.5 miles of rip and relay this summer,
one mile of the Baywood Road, from
Twp. Rd. 631 to Twp. Rd. 632 will
now be paved instead.
In Cherry Grove, a half mile of Rge.
Rd. 413 from Highway 55 north was
also scheduled for rip and relay, but
will now be paved instead.
Twp. Rd. 630 from Rge. Rd. 411 to
the Saskatchewan border was slated
to be paved this summer, but has now
been moved to the Oiling Projects list.
Crews also worked on clearing

brush out of the road right aways on
the Wolf Lake Road.
This allowed for the creation of
ditches and installation of nine new
culverts to help keep water off of the
road and facilitate drainage.
Contractors have also been hard at
work.
The Ardmore Underground Project
being worked on by Urlacher Construction is on schedule, with E-Construction moving in, on time, to do the
surface work.
Weather depending, E-Construction
was also due to start the base paving of the Crane Lake Road (Rge. Rd.
444) during the first week of July.
To see the updated 2016 Road Projects list, please see Page 3.

Rural Review

Page 2

Weeding out the bad seeds throughout the M.D.
Looks like a small daisy plant.
Usually grows where dirt has
been disturbed i.e. construction
sites.

Can be toxic to animals. Fernlike leaves, yellow button florets.

White flowers - big problem
in hay fields, as it can’t be
sprayed or will kill alfalfa.

Grows in wet/riparian areas - cannot use sprays
to treat. Leaves are
prickly.

Do you know the difference between
Shasta Daisies, Oxeye Daisies and
Scentless Chamomile? If you said
the last two are invasive weeds found
throughout the M.D., you're right.
Assistant Agricultural Fieldman Janice
Boden wants to rid the M.D. of noxious,
invasive weeds. That's why she's created a Weed Garden at the Agriculture
and Waste Services yard, featuring
eight of the 75 prohibited and noxious
weeds in Alberta.
"Residents can come and visit me
anytime,"
she said.
"If people
think they

have Shastas, I can show them the difference between those and the lookalike weeds."
Boden says the daisy-like weeds,
along with the other weeds in her garden are a nuisance, especially when
it comes to agricultural land, including
pastures and hay fields.
"These weeds spread into our ag areas and can effect our food production,
as well as feed for cattle. The M.D. is
devoted to keeping our municipality
weed free, with the assistance of our
landowners."
The M.D. employs three weed inspectors during the summer to spray roadside ditches and keep an eye on M.D.-

owned land. While doing this,
they are also keeping an eye
on private lands.
If they find any of the 75 prohibited weeds, they can issue a Weed
Notice. Landowners then have seven
days to remove the weeds. And if they
don't? The M.D. will send a contractor
to spray, and the property owner can be
billed for the cost.
There are more weeds this summer
than in the past.
"This year is extreme due to the warm
winter and hot May. It was a perfect
year for the weeds to come out," Boden
said. "Some seeds can lie dormant in
the ground for up to 30 years."
If you see any of these weeds, or have
questions about how to get rid of them,
contact Boden at 780-826-3951.

Looks like a young
rhubarb plant. Flowers
are round with a prickly
shell - nature’s Velcro.

Clematis comes in a variety of
colours, but the yellow variety
spreads fast, earning it a spot
on the noxious weeds list.

Looks like a Shasta daisy. Can
make cow’s milk taste sour.
Carries 500 seeds per plant.

AKA Butter and Eggs. Has
small yellow flowers. Looks
similar to Monk’s Hood.
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July

21-24 - Bonnyville Pro Rodeo and World Professional
Chuckwagon Racing - Bonnyville Rodeo Grounds
22 - Bonnyville Chamber Rodeo/Chucks Chili
Cook-Off - Main Street Bonnyville
30-31 - Haying in the 30s - Mallaig
31 - Aqua Day - Kinosoo Beach, Cold Lake

August

13 - 27th Annual Glendon Derby and Mud Bogs - Glendon
20 - Glendon Cruise Night, Glendon
21 - Cold Lake Show & Shine - Main Street, Cold Lake
26-28 - Extreme Mudfest Bonnyville Rodeo Grounds

September

3 - 25th Annual Pyrogy Festival - Pyrogy Park, Glendon

See md.bonnyville.ab.ca for more events and information

Updated 2016 M.D. Road Project List - June 2016
Rip and Relay
Twp. Rd. 604 from Hwy. 881 to RR 494
Twp. Rd. 615 from Fort Kent to RR 452
RR 450 from Twp. Rd. 622 to Twp. Rd. 630
RR 424 from Hwy. 55 to Twp. Rd. 632
Baywood Road
RR 413 from Hwy 55 north in Cherry Grove
Twp. Rd. 622 from RR 420 to RR 421
Goodridge - From Twp. Rd. 620A to Twp. Rd. 621
Twp. Rd. 614 to St. Lina Road
RR 444, north of Hwy. 659
Twp. Rd. 602 from Hwy. 897 to RR 433
RR 435 from Hwy. 28 to Twp. Rd. 623
Oiling
RR 492 from Twp. Rd. 610 to Twp. Rd. 605
RR 481 from Hwy. 660 to Twp. Rd. 614
Twp. Rd. 612 west of RR 472A
Twp. Rd. 620 from Hwy. 41 to RR 455
RR 435 from Hwy. 55 to .5 mile south
RR 434 from Hwy. 659 to Twp. Rd. 605
Ethel Lake Road
RR 421 from Hwy. 55 to Twp. Rd. 624

Length
1 mile
2 miles
4 miles
1 mile
2.5 miles
0.5 miles
1 mile
0.5 miles
1.5 miles
2 miles
1 mile
2 miles
Length
1 mile
2 miles
0.75 miles
1 mile
0.5 miles
3 miles
1 mile
1 mile

Paving
RR 463 - Northshore Subdivision - overlay
RR 485 from Twp. Rd. 620 to Twp. Rd. 622 - base
Twp. Rd. 622 from RR 450 to RR 452 - overlay
RR 452 from Twp. Rd. 622 to Twp. Rd. 620 - overlay
Twp. Rd. 622 from RR 434 to RR 440 - base
Twp. Rd. 624 from hwy. 28 to RR 420A - base
Twp. Rd. 630 from RR 411 to Saskatchewan Border - base
Construction
RR 432, north of Twp. Rd. 630
RR 435, north of Twp. Rd. 631A
Twp. Rd. 600, east of RR 430
RR 473, extension, north of Twp. Rd. 624
48 Street East, Ardmore
Twp. Rd. 611A, east to Hwy. 28 and south on RR 461
Twp. Rd. 630, between RR 411 and RR 413
RR 491, between Twp. Rd. 603 and Twp. Rd. 610
RR 464, south of Hwy. 55
Twp. Rd. 602, soft spot fixes
RR 443, north of Twp. Rd. 630
Completed Projects
Projects Which Have Been Changed

Length
3 miles
2 miles
2 miles
2 miles
2 miles
1.5 miles
1.25 miles
Length
0.5 miles
0.5 miles
0.25 miles
0.25 miles
2.25 miles
2 miles
3 miles
1 mile
4 miles
0.5 miles
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From the desk of Reeve Ed Rondeau
T

he season that most
people love is here... …
summer.
From an agricultural point of
view, it would seem that we
are off to a good start and if
we continue to get moisture,
the crops should be good.
It’s now time to make hay.
I’m told that pastures are
doing well and that the hay
fields are looking really good.
Of course we still have to
deal with weather conditions
while harvesting the feed.
Anyway, the best of luck to
the farmers and ranchers. By
the way, my garden is also
looking good… - all 144 square
feet of it.
Just before the provincial
legislature took its summer
break, the Government of Alberta followed up with changes to the Municipal Government Act (MGA) that were
initiated by the Progressive
Conservatives. First Reading
was given to Bill 20, with the
final reading being extended
to the end of 2017. There will
be some interesting changes.
One will require municipalities to put forward a plan to
show how they will work with
each other to support services that are provided by one
municipality, but residents in
the neighbouring municipality

also use them regularly. An
Which brings to mind that
example of this could be rec- municipal elections will be
reation facilities provided by in October 2017, just over a
urban municipalities that are year away.
also used by rural residents.
The Reeve or Councillor
Or lake facilities provided by term is four years. This was
rural municipalities, that are increased from three to four
also used by urban residents. years at the last municipal
The new MGA has been ex- election. Interested? Please
panded to include services contact our administration ofsuch as fire, ambulance, wa- fice for more information.
ter and waste water services,
A contentious provincial
police and others.
funding issue, that has raised
The use of petitions has some serious eyebrows
been clarified to
throughout
our
make them easier
community, has ocfor the public to use.
curred over ambuThere is also a
lance services, proplan to make the
vided jointly by the
Ombudsman availM.D. and the Town
able to the public if
of Bonnyville. Both
they feel that their Reeve Ed Rondeau myself and Mayor
Council is not doing erondeau@md.bonnyville.ab.ca Gene Sobolewski
780-573-9624
its job. Most of these
have been working
new regulations will
with Alberta Health
take effect two years after Services and the Minister of
the Bill receives royal ascent, Health, Sara Hoffman, to reso 2020 is when the changes ceive the necessary funding
will become law. Some regu- to continue to provide the
lations will become effective same service that we have
as soon as the bill is passed, been able to make available
however much more infor- to all our residents for many
mation is still forthcoming.
years. By the time this newsMany of the new or amend- letter goes to print, we are
ed regulations are really hoping to have met with the
common sense, and will Minister and hopefully have
make doing M.D. Council come to some agreement.
business more transparent to
The M.D. continues to work
the voter.
hard to improve roads within

Ward 1 - Don Sinclair

Ward 2 - David Fox

Meet Your Councillors
dsinclair@md.bonnyville.ab.ca

780-573-6029

Ward 4 - Barry Kalinski

dfox@md.bonnyville.ab.ca

780-573-3266

Ward 5 - Dana Swigart

Ward 3 - Mike Krywiak
mkrywiak@md.bonnyville.ab.ca

780-573-6093

Ward 6 - Fred Bamber

bkalinski@md.bonnyville.ab.ca

dswigart@md.bonnyville.ab.ca

fbamber@md.bonnyville.ab.ca

780-573-6082

780-573-9095

780-573-6793

our municipality. The amount
of roads that are either paved
or oiled continues to grow.
I’m pleased that Council
has pushed to improve these
roads while the revenue is
on hand and it is possible
to achieve our goals. Under
the new MGA there will be a
greater demand to share revenues between neighbouring municipalities. However
we must also continue to
promote the need to rebuild
and upgrade all our roads as
industry traffic will continue
to grow, even if we currently
see a small reduction in their
use. Larger urban municipalities don’t recognize, or even
acknowledge, that rural municipalities are responsible
to build and maintain 83 percent of all the roads in Alberta. Urbans are responsible for
around three percent and the
province takes care of the
rest. The M.D. is also responsible for 102 bridges.
The province used to cost
share the maintenance and
replacement of these bridges
with municipalities. Since the
province discontinued this
program four years ago, the
M.D. has been solely responsible to take care of these
bridges, which incidentally
still belong to the province.
This has certainly increased
our financial burden. The M.D.
continues to lobby the provincial government to reinstate
bridge funding, as well as
funding for Resource Roads.
When you sit on Council
there is never really a break
from politics, but at least you
can enjoy the great weather
while discussing the pertinent issues. I wish everyone a great summer. Enjoy
our lakes, parks and campgrounds. God bless.

