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Road projects top priority in 2016 budget

At the end of April the Municipal District of Bonnyville which increased their property assessment values,” RonCouncil approved a balanced $111,810,280 budget for deau said.
2016, including the school requisition.
Applying the 2016 provincial education tax requisition
For the municipal portion of the tax bill, Council agreed resulted in a 3.2 percent increase in the school tax from
to keep the Residential Mill Rate at 2.7663, the Farm last year. “This increase in the school tax means a posMill Rate at 5.0000 and the Non-Residential Mill Rate at sible $36 increase on a $500,000 residential property.
15.5000.
The 3.2 percent school tax increase represents $1 mil“Council had to make some difficult decisions this year lion more in taxes that M.D. residents have to pay to the
when setting the mill
provincial government.”
rate,” Reeve Ed RonRondeau urges resideau said, “as the indents to look at their tax
crease in the educabill at the end of May as
tion tax requisition from
the education tax, along
the province took us
with the requisition from
by surprise.” In 2016
Lakeland Lodge and
the M.D. is required to
Housing, is separated out
collect $13.5 million in
from the municipal tax
education taxes for the
allotment. “It’s important
Alberta government.
to understand that the
“Council looked at a
province controls the mill
sample of 4,733 resrate for the school tax
idential properties to
requisition. Municipalities
see how maintaining
have no say in how they
the same municipal
are set. The municipality
mill rate from 2015
only collects and remits
would affect them. We
the school taxes.”
found that 70 percent
Rondeau says budget
would have a zero to
deliberations are alnine percent decrease.
ways about getting the
The remaining 30
best bang for the buck.
percent would see a
“Council does its best to
zero to 18 percent inbalance all the demands
crease. For those reswith the reality of living
idents seeing a higher CAO Chris Cambridge presents Director of Finance and Administra- within our means. The
tax increase, it is usu- tion, Gordon Fullerton with a pair of sandals after passing a balanced total municipal taxes
ally the result of some budget for 2016. This is Fullerton’s last budget for the M.D. as he will that residential property
retire at the end of June.
Con’t on Page 5
type of improvement,
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Please note: These projects are subject to change depending on material availability and adverse weather.

Any projects not completed this year, will be considered for the 2017 Road Project List. Gurneyville Road paving
as well as upgrades to Baywood Road will be done in 2017 as budget and time allow.
Rip and Relay

Location
Twp. Rd. 604 from Hwy. 881 to RR 494
Twp. Rd. 615 from Fort Kent to RR 452
RR 450 from Twp. Rd. 622 to Twp. Rd. 624A
RR 424 from Hwy. 55 to Twp. Rd. 632
Baywood Road
RR 413 from Hwy 55 north in Cherry Grove
Twp. Rd. 622 from RR 420 to RR 421
RR 410 - From Twp. Rd. 620A to Twp. Rd. 621
Twp. Rd. 614 from SH 881 to RR 494A
RR 444, north of Hwy. 659 to Twp. 614
Twp. Rd. 602 from Hwy. 897 to RR 433
RR 435 from Twp 622 to Twp 624

Length
1 mile
2 miles
3.5 miles
1 mile
2.5 miles
0.5 miles
1 mile
0.5 miles
1.5 miles
2 miles
1 mile
2 miles

Oiling Projects

Location
RR 492 from Twp. Rd. 610 to Twp. Rd. 605
RR 481 from Hwy. 660 to Twp. Rd. 614
Twp. Rd. 612 west of RR 472A
Twp. Rd. 620 from Hwy. 41 to RR 455
RR 435 from Hwy. 55 to .5 mile south
RR 434 from Hwy. 659 to Twp. Rd. 605
Ethel Lake Road
RR 421 from Hwy. 55 to Twp. Rd. 624

Length
1 mile
2 miles
0.75 miles
1 mile
0.5 miles
3 miles
1 mile
1 mile

Location
RR 463 - Northshore Subdivision - overlay
RR 485 from Twp. Rd. 620 to Twp. Rd. 622 - base
Twp. Rd. 622 from RR 450 to RR 452 - overlay
RR 452 from Twp. Rd. 622 to Twp. Rd. 620 - overlay
Twp. Rd. 622 from RR 434 to RR 440 - base
Twp. Rd. 624 from hwy. 28 to RR 420A - base
Twp. Rd. 630 from RR 411 to Saskatchewan Border - base
Location
RR 432, north of Twp. Rd. 630
RR 435, north of Twp. Rd. 631A
Twp. Rd. 600, east of RR 430
RR 473, extension, north of Twp. Rd. 624
48 Street East, Ardmore
Twp. Rd. 611A, east to Hwy. 28 and south on RR 461
Twp. Rd. 630, between RR 411 and RR 413
RR 491, between Twp. Rd. 603 and Twp. Rd. 610
RR 464, south of Hwy. 55
Twp. Rd. 602, soft spot fixes
RR 443, north of Twp. Rd. 630

Length
3 miles
2 miles
2 miles
2 miles
2 miles
1.5 miles
1.25 miles
Length
0.5 miles
0.5 miles
0.25 miles
0.25 miles

Paving

Construction

2.25 miles
2 miles
3 miles
1 mile
4 miles
0.5 miles
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Tax and Assessment notices to be sent out in May
Continued from front
owners pay the M.D. is $6 million, farmland taxes total
$600,000, with the balance coming from Non-Residential taxes.”
In 2016, a total of $26.2 million is being put towards
road improvements and construction for gravel, oiled,
and paved roads. Another $14.6 million is allocated
to gravel and oiled road maintenance. In addition $3.5
million is allocated for the next phase of the Ardmore
Street Improvements, $7 million for Gurneyville Road
construction in 2017 and $2.5 million for the possible
next phase of construction on Baywood Road in 2017
or 2018. The budget also includes $600,000 for Public
Works equipment.
“Roads are the priority for the majority of our residents,
and Council is continuing to attack the M.D.’s road deficit,” Rondeau said. “While roads are at the top of everyone’s agenda, the M.D. also delivers quality of life
services to our residents.”
Other budget priorities include: $2.5 million for Landfill Operations, $2 million for Agricultural Services,
$600,000 for the Goodridge Rescue Truck and Cold
Lake Tanker, $300,000 to complete the La Corey Fire
Hall/Grader Shop, and $2.1 million to complete the Public Safety Building. The 15 Community Halls and three
Community Societies will receive annual grants for a
total of $700,000. The Seniors Transportation Grant
continues to be funded with a grant of $60,000.
Rondeau says the M.D. collaborates and partners with
community organizations and neighbouring municipalities to enhance services for all residents throughout the

region.
Funding for the Inter-Municipal Cooperation Program
(IMCP) is $5 million to help neighbouring municipalities pay for services M.D. residents utilize. In 2016, the
Town of Bonnyville can access $3.8 million, the Village
of Glendon can access just over $500,000 and the City
of Cold Lake receives $645,800. The IMCP funding includes $1 million for the Bonnyville and District Centennial Centre. Library services funding is allocated to the
Bonnyville and District Library at $163,642, Cold Lake
Library for $75,875 and the Northern Lights Library System for $134,182. Bonnyville and District Family and
Community Support Services receives $315,571 and
Cold Lake FCSS gets $146,319. The agricultural societies in the three urban centres – Cold Lake, Bonnyville and Glendon – receive $20,000 each for a total
of $60,000. The Cold Lake and Bonnyville museums
receive $17,500 each.
This year’s revenues are to be funded by $7.71 million
in provincial grants, $12.48 million from M.D. general
revenues, $82.95 million in taxes, and $8.67 million in
transfers from surplus.
Rondeau says now that the budget is passed, the combined Tax and Assessment notices will be sent out May
27. He urges residents to review their tax notice carefully. If residents have any questions regarding their tax
notice, they are asked to contact the M.D. Tax Department at 780-826-3171.
If residents have any questions specifically about their
assessments, please contact the M.D. Assessment Department at 780-826-3171.

Summer is here. M.D. Parks set to open May 13
Parks staff have been busy getting M.D. campgrounds ready
for the 2016 camping season.
Our reservation lines are open and taking bookings now for
the summer.
Please remember to reserve your site for long weekend in
advance to avoid being disappointed.
Chicken Hill Lake
Marvin & Ellen Wadley
Cold Lake
Bill & Sharon Wehinger
Crane Lake		
Eric & Paulette Vanderkooi

780-573-8941

Ethel Lake		
Ryan Ebel &
Owena Denning

780-573-9569

780-639-4121
780-573-6443

Minnie Lake
Jenn Vasseur &
Shelva Dehid
Muriel Lake 		
Vernon Kotovich
Pelican Point 		
Wally Mack
Wolf Lake
Pat & Marshall Melnyk

780-573-6666
780-826-4140
780-573-8828
780-826-0556

Please remember - the M.D. posts campsite availabilities on
our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/MDBonnyville) and
Twitter account (@MDBville) every Thursday. In the case of
long weekends, the campsite availabilities will be posted on
the Tuesday before.
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From the desk of Reeve Ed Rondeau
With

spring arriving a little
earlier than usual, the Municipal
District of Bonnyville has already
started its road work. Depending
upon how wet or dry our spring
and summer are, will determine
how much work gets done on
roads this year. Road construcReeve Ed Rondeau
erondeau@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
tion, road repairs and mainte780-573-9624
nance are off to a good start. If
the spring is dry we will start our MG-30 applications
(dust control) sooner. We cannot apply MG-30 effectively if the conditions are wet. We need dry conditions to
apply it and we also need a dry spell so that it has time
to ‘set’.
Council recently gave final approval to the 2016 budget
once the Alberta government passed its budget in April.
Municipalities have to wait for the province to requisition
the school taxes in order to set the annual school tax mill
rate. Then Councils can pass their final budgets.
This year, the province decided that they would not
charge school taxes to the post-secondary school institutes or advanced school institutes. Therefore, they
increased the school tax mill rate to be paid by M.D. residential property taxpayers by 3.2 percent. The M.D. is
mandated to add the school taxes to municipal taxes,
collect them and remit them to the province. If the M.D.
cannot collect some of these taxes they must still remit
that amount, whether they collect them or not.
Council had a serious look at the M.D. portion (the part
we control) of taxes to be levied this year and came to a
hard decision that we could not reduce our current Residential Mill Rate of 2.7663. I believe the M.D. may have
one of the lowest residential mill rates in Alberta. We
surveyed over 4,700 residential property accounts and
came to the conclusion that 70 percent of the ratepayers

Meet Your Councillors
Ward 1 - Don Sinclair
dsinclair@md.bonnyville.ab.ca

780-573-6029

Ward 4 - Barry Kalinski

Ward 2 - David Fox
dfox@md.bonnyville.ab.ca

780-573-3266

Ward 5 - Dana Swigart

bkalinski@md.bonnyville.ab.ca

dswigart@md.bonnyville.ab.ca

780-573-6082

780-573-9095
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would see a tax reduction of zero to nine percent. This
group will see a slight reduction in their assessment value. The other 30 percent will see an increase from zero
to 18 percent. This sounded scary at first, but as we dug
deeper into the files, we found that there was an increase
of assessment on their property. Some improvements
were made or some type of building added.
In addition to the above, upon having a discussion with
the M.D. assessors, we were advised that residential
properties that are selling now, are selling at 10 to 20
percent lower than the assessed value. By leaving the
mill rate the same this year, property owners who have
not made improvements to their property should expect
a similar municipal tax reduction next year, in addition to
the reduction they will see this year.
It is important that M.D. taxpayers differentiate between
Municipal Taxes, School Levy and the Lakeland Lodge
and Housing Levy. You will find this identified on the
right hand side of your tax notice. This portion will identify how much your Municipal Taxes are, as well as the
School and Lodge Levies. Comparing these figures to
your 2015 tax notice will show you which portion of your
taxes have gone up or gone down. Also, please remember that the only taxes your Council has control over are
the municipal taxes. The province has jurisdiction over
the school levy. The Lakeland Lodge and Housing Association submits their budget to the province for approval.
Once approved, they then have the right to tax the property owners in their region and have the municipality add
it to the tax notice. The M.D. then collects it and remits it
back to the Lodge Board.
The intent here was to help to make you aware that
even though we collect all the taxes, we can only keep
the municipal portion and have to remit the rest to the
province or the Lodge Board. On residential properties,
this portion is close to 46 percent.
The combined Tax and
Assessment Notices will
be sent out May 27. I urge
Ward 3 - Mike Krywiak
residents to review your
mkrywiak@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-573-6093
tax notice carefully. If you
have any questions regarding your tax notice, contact
the M.D. Tax Department at
780-826-3171. If you have
Ward 6 - Fred Bamber
fbamber@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
any questions specifical780-573-6793
ly about your assessment,
please contact the M.D.
Assessment Department at
780-826-3171.
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