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Keeping a lid on flying litter in the M.D.

Brad Ollen jumps into a dumpster at the North
Shore Heights bin site – but he’s not diving for
treasure. Instead the M.D.’s Waste Management Supervisor has spotted loose cardboard
and tin cans that should be in the recycling bins.
It’s just one of the challenges Ollen faces on
a daily basis. The largest obstacle seems to be
keeping things neat and tidy.
“It’s the small, light stuff that people don’t bag
up,” Ollen explains. “It floats out of the dumpster and ends up being litter around the M.D.”
Ollen is urging residents to make sure they’re
properly bagging their household garbage before dumping it in one of the 33 bin sites spread
across the M.D.
“These bins are primarily for bagged household waste,”
Ollen says. “Emphasis on the bagged. This stuff gets transferred a total of four times. The first is when you drop it
off at the bin site. The second is when our truck comes to
empty the bin.”
That’s where a lot of loose garbage goes with the wind.
The third transfer is when the truck is full and empties out
at one of the M.D. transfer sites. The fourth is when the
trailers hauling our waste out of the M.D. pick it up.
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“At each of those junctions, any loose litter can make
its way onto the ground, into the trees, and around the
M.D.,” Ollen said. “We take pride in our M.D. and urge
our residents to bag their waste so we can keep it clean.”
Larger items, such as furniture, can be taken to one of
the M.D.’s seven landfill/transfer stations.
To find out more about our landfills, including hours, locations and a list of what each landfill will accept, check
out our interactive map at http://md.bonnyville.ab.ca/140/
Solid-Waste.

Update from the Ridge
For the first time in 20 years, Kinosoo Ridge Snow Resort
will be opening its runs a little later than anticipated.
While we were all enjoying the warm November, the
snowmakers at Kinosoo were hoping for snow and colder
temperatures so they could make snow and get the hill
opened on time.
While the Tube Park opened Dec. 5, ski runs are slated
to open Dec. 19. For more information on Kinosoo Ridge,
find them on Facebook, or visit www.kinosoo.ca.
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New Clubroot policy for Canola farmers
First found in central Alberta in 2003, and travelling at a rate of 20 miles a year,
Clubroot has been found in M.D. fields

The bad news? There is Clubroot in ease in Canola” policy, which works in
If these terms are not followed, the
the Municipal District of Bonnyville.
tandem with the Alberta Agricultural crop will be destroyed.
The good news? Our Agriculture and Pests Act to manage the disease, as it
“We’re going to be quite firm,”
Waste Services Department has a cannot be eradicated. It was created Boden said about enforcing the polplan in place to manage it.
in consultation with local Canola pro- icy. “There are other crops that can
Clubroot is a disease which attacks ducers.
be grown on those fields including
Canola fields and other cruwheat, barley, peas,
ciferous plants and weeds,
corn, just to name a
(i.e. mustard, stink weed,
few.”
tansy
and
shepherd’s
The M.D. and the Counpurse). It essentially turns
ty of St. Paul will be
the end of roots into a club
hosting some informashape. This can stop the
tion sessions in the new
plants from being able to
year as part of the man“drink” water, thereby killagement program.
ing the crop.
“We will also continue
“We can’t prevent the
our Clubroot inspecspread,” said M.D. Assistant
tions, continue to make
Fieldman, Janice Boden.
recommendations on
“But we can manage it. We
extended crop rotacan’t get rid of it. But we
tions, and to plant resiscan slow it down and give
tant varieties of Canoseed producers time to
la.”
create a Clubroot resistant
Boden also encourages
Canola seed.”
Pictured above are three samples of Clubroot pulled from the farmers who are lookClubroot resistant seeds infected fields found in the southwest portion of the M.D. You ing at buying or renting
currently exist. However, can clearly see how the roots take on a club shape, which hin- land, to have the soil
ders the hydration of the Canola plant.
the disease has evolved.
tested first.
“There are now at least 11
If farmers need help
strains,” Boden said.
So what’s in this policy?
with soil testing, have questions,
The disease was found in neighbourIf Clubroot is found in a field, which comments or concerns, Boden says
ing St. Paul in 2014, which prompted has been verified through laboratory to give her a call.
Ag and Waste Services Director Matt testing, the landowner will be noti“Make sure to scout your fields,”
Janz to order a 100% field inspection fied. Adjacent landowners will also she said. “If you have concerns, we
of Canola crops in the M.D.
be notified there is a field in their vi- are more than willing to come out
Boden and her team spent the sum- cinity with the disease.
and help you with identification.”
mer inspecting 319 Canola fields lookThe farmer will not be allowed to
Boden can be reached at the Ag and
ing for Clubroot.
grow canola, mustard or any other Waste Department at 780-826-3951.
Ultimately, it was found in two fields susceptible crop in that field for four
A copy of the Clubroot Policy can be
in the southwest portion of the M.D. years. In the fourth year, the farmer found under the Ag and Waste DeAt its meeting in November, Council must use a Clubroot resistant Canola partment’s section on our website at
passed the “Control of Clubroot Dis- seed.
www.md.bonnyville.ab.ca.

Find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/MDBonnyville or follow us on Twitter @MDBville
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Council passes 2016 Interim Budget

Roads once again a priority in 2016 with over $40 million in projects planned
The Municipal District of Bonnyville commitment towards regional coop- ed on the Public Works site outside
Council approved an $82,831,015 in- eration and has dedicated funds for of Bonnyville for a total cost of $2.8
terim balanced budget (not including neighbouring urban municipalities million, with $700,000 coming from
school and lodge requisitions) at its and organizations that provide ser- the 2016 budget. Council will conNovember meeting.
vices to M.D. residents.”
tinue to fund the Senior’s TransporM.D. Countation
Grant
cil will pass
for
$60,000.
the final 2016
The Commubudget
in
nity Halls and
the spring,
Societies will
once
the
receive
Anprovincial
nual Operating
government
Grants at a cost
releases its
of $600,000.
Education
Regional projRequisition.
ects such as
For interim
Landfill Operabudget purtions come in at
poses, tax
$2.5 million, the
estimates
Bonnyville Cenare
based
tennial Centre
on the 2015
at $1.1 million
assessment.
and the RegionThe 2016 esal Community
timated exDevelopment
p e n d i t u r e s The M.D. of Bonnyville has a nine-year partnership with the Town of Bonnyville and the A g r e e m e n t
are funded Village of Glendon, whereby the M.D. provides funding to the two neighbouring mu- Grant for the
by $65.19 mil- nicipalities to help cover services M.D. residents may use. The agreement will continue Town of Bonnylion in Taxes; until 2018. Town of Bonnyville CAO Mark Power and Mayor Gene Sobolewski accept a ville and the Vil$5.73 million cheque for $929, 426 from M.D. Reeve Ed Rondeau and CAO Chris Cambridge for the lage of Glendon
in Govern- 2015 installment of the Regional Community Development Agreement.
at
$929,426
ment Grants;
and $136,657
$8.65 million from General Revenues
Council has allocated $26.3 million respectively. These all serve the
such as fees and partnership dollars for Road Improvements/Construc- needs of M.D. ratepayers and urban
and $3.26 million in transfers from tion, $14.6 million for Gravel/Oil Road residents. Council has also budgeted
surplus (reserve funds from carried Maintenance and $600,000 for Pub- $20,000 each for the Glendon, Bonnyover projects and funds remaining lic Works Equipment in the interim ville and Cold Lake Agricultural Socifrom previous years’ budgets).
budget. The Fourth Phase of the Ar- eties. The Cold Lake and Bonnyville
“Road improvements and mainte- dmore Street Improvement Project Museums each receive $17,500.
nance remain the highest priority for tallies up to $3 million. The paving of
Rondeau said the M.D. continues to
Council,” says Reeve Ed Rondeau. the Crane Lake Road is projected to be a good regional citizen by provid“In 2016 Council will capitalize on our cost $4 million.
ing funding support for the Beaver
own staff to carry out a lot of the road
The 2016 budget includes a variety River Regional Waste Management
work. Council also allocates funds to of projects that provide services to Commission, Bonnyville Regional
improve the quality of life for our our residents, Rondeau said. A new
Continued on Page 4
residents. Council has continued its Public Safety Office will be complet-

Rural Review

Page 4

Commitment to regional partnerships shown in budget
Continued from previous page

Fire Authority, Bonnyville and District Family and Community Support
Services and Cold Lake and District
FCSS, as well as the libraries in Cold
Lake and Bonnyville. “Council is

committed to supporting the Regional Community Development Agreement as well as cost-sharing agreements for fire, ambulance, libraries,
FCSS, airport and Part 9 Companies
because these entities provide ser-

vices to the residents of the whole
region.”
Council will take a second look at
the budget in early 2016, once the
year-end is complete and assessment
figures from the province are tallied.

Village of Glendon CAO Melody Kwiatkowski (left) and Mayor Laura Papirny accept a cheque for $136,657
from M.D. Reeve Ed Rondeau and CAO Chris Cambridge for the 2015 installment of the Regional Community Development Agreement, which will be in place until 2018.

From the Council
and Staff of the
Municipal District
of Bonnyville, I’d
like to wish
everyone a Merry
Christmas, and a
safe, prosperous
and happy New
Year.
- Reeve Ed Rondeau

