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Agricultural disaster declared in M.D.
Provincial government follows, declaring disaster province-wide

The Municipal District of Bonnyville
Council officially declared a State
of Agricultural Disaster at a Special
Council Meeting Tuesday,
August 11, 2015. The M.D.
joins a growing list of over
20 Alberta municipalities
that have done the same.
The declaration comes after the first 100 days of the
growing season (starting
April 1) saw only 75 to 100
mm of rain across the M.D.,
compared to the usual average of up to 200 mm for the
same time period.
“This allows the Federal
and Provincial governments
to acknowledge the devastation our farmers are facing,” said Director of Agriculture and Waste, Matt
Janz. “The hay and pasture
lands are the most effected by the
lack of rain and high temperatures.
This makes feeding cattle difficult
and expensive.”
Some areas of the M.D. have been
hit harder than others with the
drought said Reeve Ed Rondeau.
“The disaster isn’t right across the
M.D.,” he said. “We know there is
an urgent need for something to be
done. Making this declaration helps

identify that our area has a problem
when it comes to livestock operations – that problem being a lack of

food and water. It’s going to be a
wait and see situation with the other
crops.”
Janz said cereal crops received
timely moisture, so they haven’t
been effected as much. However, he
cautioned, those crops haven’t been
harvested yet, so time will tell how
the yields have been effected by this
year’s weather.
The federal and provincial govern-

ments have taken steps to help mitigate the situation, Janz said. There
is the federal tax deferral program,
which allows farmers to sell
their stock, and not claim
the income until the next tax
year.
Provincially, Alberta Agriculture and Forestry have cut
rental rates in half for their
Water Pumping Program.
This program will help farmers fill their dugouts to provide water for not only cattle,
but domestic use as well. Alberta Environment and Parks
are also opening up more
grazing and haying opportunities on Crown land.
The lack of rain isn’t the only
problem the M.D. is facing.
Farmers also have had to deal
with a grasshopper infestation, which has also negatively impacted forage crops.
“Combining drought and grasshoppers just makes this situation worse,”
Rondeau said.
For more information on the federal deferral program, the Water
Pumping Program, or the Crown land
haying/grazing opportunities, visit
md.bonnyville.ab.ca/123/AgricultureWaste-Services.
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Dry weather means successful year for road projects
With a nice summer
behind us, and a warm,
dry autumn in front of
us, the Transportation
and Utilities Department has had a perfect
storm for making progress on this year’s Road
Projects list.
“The planned projects
are about 70 percent
done,” said Director of Transportation and Utilities, Darcy Zelisko.

He anticipates the list should all be
green, providing the weather continues to cooperate as it has.

He mentioned the
contractor working on
the Gurneyville Road
project had encountered some less than
favourable soil conditions, which has put
the project behind
deadline.
“I anticipate the reconstruction should be
completed by October 31,” Zelisko
said.
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Confirmed clubroot case found in M.D. canola
The first confirmed case of Clubroot
Disease in a canola plant has been
found by Municipal District of Bonnyville agricultural staff via lab analysis
during annual crop surveys done earlier in August.
Clubroot is a soil-borne disease
in cruciferous crops, most notably
canola. The disease causes galls or
clubs to form on the root structure
of the plant and causes death of
the plant prematurely. Clubroot
disease is designated an agricultural pest under Alberta’s Agricultural
Pests Act (APA).
The spread of Clubroot has been
rapid across the province since it
was first detected close to Edmonton in 2003. Prevention is paramount to protect fields against
Clubroot says Director of Agriculture and Waste Management, Matt
Janz. The best defense is to practice good sanitation, at a minimum,
by removing soil clumps and crop
debris from farming equipment before entering or leaving all fields.
“I urge producers to use Clubroot
resistant varieties when planting
canola, however this is only one
of many tools that can be used to
reduce the risk of spreading this
disease.”
Janz encourages growers to
scout their own fields for diseases,
weeds, and insects. For scouting

tips on Clubroot, visit www.clubroot.
ca.
The M.D. of Bonnyville Ag Department is looking forward to hosting
an upcoming Clubroot Information
Session for those interested in learn-

ing more about reducing the risk
of spreading this disease. Please
look for updates on our M.D. Facebook page and website at www.
md.bonnyville.ab.ca for date and
time of this upcoming seminar.
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From the desk of Reeve Ed Rondeau

Reeve Ed Rondeau

I

t has been
a
good
news, bad
news summer for residents of the Municipal
District of Bonnyville.
The lack of precipitation has produced a
great construction season for our road crews,
with all projects slated
to reach completion. That’s good news
for ratepayers. And Council. The warm
weather has allowed people to get maximum enjoyment out of our lakes and
beaches, with plenty of tourist traffic
through our communities. Good news
for beach bums and businesses.
Unfortunately, the warm, dry weather
was not beneficial for everyone. On August 11, Council officially declared a State
of Agricultural Disaster, joining a list of
Alberta municipalities that did the same.
Shortly after, that the Alberta government declared a province-wide disaster. By making the disaster declaration,
Council opened up the opportunity for
our affected producers to readily access
federal and provincial assistance programs.
The lack of precipitation in the spring,
and in some spots in the M.D. throughout the summer, affected both grain
and livestock producers. With harvest
underway, crop quality and yields have
varied throughout the M.D. Some producers are lucky and reporting good
erondeau@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-573-9624

yields, others are seeing mediocre quality. Our livestock farmers are facing huge
prices for feed, as most hay pastures
are extremely bare. The conditions have
resulted in some innovative solutions.
Some producers are looking at using
molasses to upgrade their feed (that
sounds like some sweet beef may make
it to the barbecue).
Council is continuing to monitor the
situation, doing crop surveys, initiating
the Grasshopper Infestation Reduction
Program and keeping in touch with provincial and federal officials.
There has been some economic ups
and downs over summer. As Council
moves into fall, and enters into preliminary budget negotiations with M.D. departments, we are looking forward to a
stable 2016.
While there are lots of doom and gloom
predictions being bandied about, the
M.D. is looking at a fairly healthy budget
for next year. Council does not foresee
any major cutbacks to department budgets or staff. The plans are to continue
allocating roughly 60 percent of the
overall budget to road maintenance and
construction. The M.D. will continue to
partner with industry to repair damage
to roads. While there are no plans for
any major projects, Council will continue
to fund projects that improve the quality of life for our residents. Council will
continue to be a good regional partner,
supporting projects in our three neighbouring urban municipalities.

Meet Your Councillors
Ward 1 - Don Sinclair
dsinclair@md.bonnyville.ab.ca

780-573-6029

Ward 4 - Barry Kalinski

Ward 2 - David Fox
dfox@md.bonnyville.ab.ca

780-573-3266

Ward 5 - Dana Swigart

bkalinski@md.bonnyville.ab.ca

dswigart@md.bonnyville.ab.ca

780-573-6082

780-573-9095

As in the past, Council is committed to
producing a balanced budget. We will
stick to our policy of not spending more
that we earn.
I am proud to say that several projects were completed during the summer, with a few others scheduled to
finish in late fall. The first two miles of
the Moose Lake Trail, from the corner
of Birch Grove to the Shaw House at
Vezeau Beach were finished. Next year
the plan is to go from Highway 28, east
down Township Road 611A towards the
Town of Bonnyville. The total length
will depend on the Town designating a
final location. Council is relying on community organizations to raise funds for
the Highway 28 underpass to connect to
Vezeau Beach. I am confident they will
be successful.
The Moose Lake Trail is a long-term
project that will benefit a large number
of M.D. residents. Council has asked administration to look at other locations
throughout the M.D. where trails can
be constructed to encourage residents
to take advantage of one of our most
important assets – the great outdoors.
The money for trails and paving of trails
comes out of the recreation budget and
not the road budget.
The new La Corey Fire Hall/Grader Shop
is slated to open its doors at the end of
October. This facility will serve residents
in the La Corey and Crane Lake areas, as
well as northern parts of the M.D.
Council has agreed to help fund the
new City of Cold Lake Fire Hall
with a contribution of $1.7 million. In exchange the city will
Ward 3 - Mike Krywiak
be housing M.D. equipment
mkrywiak@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-573-6093
that serves the surrounding
M.D., as well as extending our
fire agreement for a minimum
of seven years.
Council is confident the M.D.
Ward 6 - Fred Bamber
can
weather the economic
fbamber@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
storms that appear to be on
780-573-6793
the horizon by holding to our
strong and steady course. Enjoy a bountiful fall season and
have a Happy Thanksgiving.

