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Keeping you informed of the services, business and development that affect YOU!
#1 Council Passes 2015 Interim Budget - The Municipal District of Bonnyville
Council approved an $88,562,141 interim balanced budget at its Wednesday meeting.
M.D. Council will pass the final 2015 budget in the spring, once the provincial
government releases its Education Requisition. For interim budget purposes, tax
estimates are based on the 2014 assessment. The 2014 estimated expenditures are funded
by $58.04 million in Taxes; $6.67 million in Government Grants; $11.59 million from
General Revenues such as fees and partnership dollars and $12.26 million in transfers
from surplus (reserve funds from carried over projects and funds remaining from
previous years’ budgets).
Reeve Ed Rondeau said road improvements and maintenance is the highest priority for
Council, but funds are also being allocated to improve the quality of life for residents.
Council has made a commitment towards regional cooperation and has dedicated funds
for neighbouring urban municipalities and organizations that provide services to M.D.
residents. “Council’s priority is to deliver services to M.D. residents, but as a member of
our integrated communities, the M.D. collaborates and partners with community
organizations and neighbouring municipalities to enhance services for all residents
throughout the region.”
Rondeau says the budget process was tough this year as Council is being pressured to
meet a lot of expectations. “There is a misconception that the M.D. is flush with cash and
can pay for everything. That is not true. It was a balancing act this year as we went
through the budget line-by-line to prioritize projects. Unfortunately some projects were
placed into future budget years. Council knows that roads are always the first on the list,
as most of our residents travel them every day and they are taking a beating from
increased traffic.”
Council has allocated $29.6 million for Road Improvements/Construction, $13.2 million
for Gravel/Oil Road Maintenance and $3.7 million for Public Works Equipment in the
interim budget. The Third Phase of the Ardmore Street Improvement Project tallies up to
$3 million and will consist of a storm drainage pond, installation of a storm sewer
system, and replacement of water and sewer infrastructure.
The M.D. continues to stockpile a large amount of gravel to lock in at lower prices.
Rondeau said this affects this year’s cash flow since “we have gravel instead of dollars,
but it saves us money in the long term.”
The 2015 budget includes a variety of projects that will improve services to our
communities and build upon our recreational infrastructure, Rondeau said.
A new La Corey Fire Hall and Public Works building has been budgeted for $2.2 million.
The M.D. will contribute $900,000 to the new Cold Lake Fire Hall, which is the capital
cost of two fire hall bays for the two pieces of equipment the M.D. funds. The Goodridge
Rescue Truck will be replaced for $200,000 and the Cold Lake Fire Department Tanker
Truck is being replaced for $300,000. Council will continue to fund the Senior’s
Transportation Grant for $60,000. Annual Operating Grants to the 15 Community Halls
will continue for a cost of $700,000. At Kinosoo Ridge, the parking lot is being expanded
at an estimated cost of $150,000.

Regional projects such as Landfill Operations come in at $2.3 million; Bonnyville
Centennial Centre at $1.1 million and the Regional Community Development Agreement
Grant for the Town of Bonnyville and the Village of Glendon at $925,143 and $136,027
respectively, serve the needs of M.D. ratepayers and urban residents. Council has also
budgeted $20,000 each for the Glendon, Bonnyville and Cold Lake Agricultural
Societies. The Glendon Agricultural Society will receive an additional $158,000 for its
arena renovations. The Cold Lake and Bonnyville Museums each receive $17,500.
Rondeau said the M.D. continues to be a good regional citizen by providing funding
support for the Beaver River Regional Waste Management Commission, Bonnyville
Regional Fire Authority, Bonnyville and District Family and Community Support
Services and Cold Lake and District FCSS, as well as the libraries in Cold Lake and
Bonnyville. “Council is committed to supporting the Regional Community Development
Agreement as well as cost-sharing agreements for fire, ambulance, libraries, FCSS,
airport and Part 9 Companies because these entities provide services to the residents of
the whole region.”
Council will take a second look at the budget in early 2015, once the year-end is
complete and assessment figures are tallied.
#2 Transportation and Utilities News – The tender for the construction of the La
Corey Fire Hall and Grader Shop was awarded to Flint Field Services for $1,998,987.
Council agreed to tender out the reconstruction of 10.3 km on Gurneyville Road which
includes 8.9 km of roadway in the M.D. and 1.4 km in the Town of Bonnyville. During
the last snowfall, the Public Works Office logged 179 calls in nine days requesting
plowing services with 43 Snow Removal Flags, 54 Grading Requests and 82 Hardship
Flags provided.
#3 Please Clear Your Snow From The Roadway – Public Safety Officers have been
dealing with a lot of complaints about residents clearing their snow from driveways and
farmyards onto the roadway. When clearing your driveway or farmyard, please push the
snow into the bottom of the ditch so it’s out of reach of our plow equipment. Do not leave
any piles on the roadway. These piles become rock hard and cause problems for vehicles
and our snowplow and grader operators.
#4 Planning and Development Update – In November eight Development Permits
and five new Residential Building Permits were issued, with a year-to-date total of
$63,139,228. Year-to-date housing starts include 114 Single Family Dwellings and 33
Mobile Homes. First Reading was given to LU Bylaw No. 548 for land use amendments
to add regulations for the Pine Meadows Hutterite Colony Direct Control District. Bylaw
No. 1594 was given final reading to establish fees for the Subdivision and Development
Appeal Board. A Subdivision Appeal will cost $200, a Development Appeal $200 and a
Stop Order Appeal will cost $500. Three Road Closure and Lease Renewals, Bylaw No.
1591, Bylaw No. 1592 and Bylaw No. 1593 were passed.
#5 C2 Centre Surpluses Allocated – Council agreed to allocate future financial
surpluses from the Bonnyville and District Centennial Centre as follows: 1. Fifty percent
of any surplus will be put into a Recreation Restricted Surplus which can only be

withdrawn with Council approval. 2. Fifty percent of any surplus will be allocated back
to the Centennial Centre for the purchase of additional capital assets. A Recreation
Liability Account of $188,782.17 established to record the estimated C2 deficits is no
longer required, and Council agreed to return the funds to unrestricted surplus.

#6 Waste Collection Holiday Schedule – Landfills will be closed on December 25
and January 1. Door-to-door pickup in Fort Kent and Ardmore will be on Wednesday,
December 24 and Wednesday, December 31. Notices will be sent out to residents
advising them of the change in day. Bin site pickup with the frontload trucks will see an
increase during the holiday season.
#7 Funding Support – Lessard Community Hall received its $35,000 Annual
Operating Grant. Council agreed to donate $12,000 to the Glendon and District Seniors
Club to assist with projects and general operating costs. The majority of members in the
Club live in the M.D.
#8 In Brief – Council passed an annual Borrowing Bylaw in the amount of $5 million
to cover any operating cash shortfalls that may occur during the year.
For more information, contact Diane Jenkinson, Marketing and Communications
Manager at 780-826-3171. Our website is a useful way to get the information you need.
Visit: www.md.bonnyville.ab.ca Follow us on Facebook and Twitter @MDBville.

