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Tax and Assessment notices to be sent out in May
Continued from front
Partnership Fund to upgrade the Town of Bonnyville’s
portion of the road), Range Road 485A base paving in a
fifty/fifty partnership with Canadian Natural Resources
Limited (CNRL) at a cost of $3.3 million and Subdivision
Improvements at $1 million.”
The budget also includes $3.7 million for Public Works
Equipment.
Other 2015 budget items include: Agricultural Services
$1.9 million, Landfill Operations $2.5 million, La Corey
Fire Hall/Grader Shop $2.2 million, proposed Public Safety building at $2.2 million, Goodridge Rescue Truck and
Cold Lake Tanker $600,000, School Requisitions $12.5 million and Lakeland Lodge & Housing requisition $300,000.
Community Halls receive a total of $750,000, with each
hall getting an annual $35,000 Operating Grant.
The Regional Community Development Agreement totals $1.1 million, with $929,426 distributed to the Town of
Bonnyville and $136,657 earmarked to the Village of Glendon. Funding for the Bonnyville and District Centennial
Centre is $1 million.
The provincial grant for libraries increased this year, enabling the M.D. to give $159,430.40 to the Bonnyville and
District Library and $74,912.80 to the Cold Lake Library,
with a one-time extra grant of $15,022.20 and $7,058.60

respectively. The agricultural societies in the three urban
centres – Cold Lake, Bonnyville and Glendon – receive
$20,000 each for a total of $60,000. The Cold Lake and
Bonnyville museums receive $17,500 each. The Seniors
Transportation Grant continues to be funded with a grant
of $60,000.
Rondeau says Council’s priority is to deliver services to
M.D. residents. As a member of our integrated community, the M.D. collaborates and partners with community
organizations and neighbouring municipalities to enhance
services for all residents throughout the region.
This year’s revenues are to be funded by $6.67 million in
provincial grants, which includes a slight increase in MSI
funding for a total of $4.8 million in capital and $167,000
in operating grants. Revenues also include $73.63 million
in taxes, $12.48 million from M.D. general revenues and
$17.11 million in transfers from surplus.
Rondeau said now that the budget is passed, the combined Tax and Assessment notices will be sent out May
29. He urged residents to review their tax notice carefully.
If residents have any questions regarding their tax notice,
they are asked to contact the M.D. Tax Department at
780.826.3171. If residents have any questions specifically
about their assessments, please contact the M.D. Assessment Department at 780.826.3171.

Get out the tents and RVs - camping season is here again

Community Services Parks staff have been working hard over
the winter months in preparation for the 2015 camping season.
Some of the changes in effect for this year will include a 72hour cancellation policy as well as full payment when reserving
your campsites. Reservations for 1 and 2 week visits began April
1st and all other reservations begin May 1st.
All of our caretakers are returning this year with the exception of a new face at Muriel Lake Campground - Cheryl Gibson
comes to us with seven years of experience. The following is a
list of caretaker names and phone numbers;
Chicken Hill Lake
Marvin & Ellen Wadley

780-573-8941

Cold Lake
Bill & Sharon Wehinger

780-639-4121

Crane Lake
Alex & Jackie Jassman

780-573-6443

Ethel Lake
Ryan Ebel & Owena Denning

780-573-9569

Minnie Lake
Jenn Vasseur & Shelva Dehid

780-573-6666

Muriel Lake
Cheryl Gibson

780-826-4140

Pelican Point
Terry & Larry Loftstrand

780-573-8828

Wolf Lake
780-826-0556
Pat & Marshall Melnyk
Some of the other changes you will notice will be a newly renovated shower house at Muriel Lake as well as improved laundry
facilities. Seven new outhouses will be going throughout the
campground, with the remainder being replaced prior to the
2016 season. You will also notice a beach volleyball area and
be sure to check out our newly named trail system throughout
the park.
Minnie Lake will see some changes to parking for the day use/
beach area. The changes will add more stalls as well as some organization to a busy beach area. This will include moving of the
wood yard and adding
a covered structure to
keep the wood dry.
Parks is increasing
the size of the trailer
dump station at Wolf
Lake and Crane Lake
West now has 30 amp
power to all the sites.
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Spring is a time for renewal, both on the farm and in pol- municipality, our neighbours were not clamouring to reitics.
gionalize. When the time comes to vote in the provincial
Our local producers are preparing for a new year in the election, remember to check out what the candidates
fields. Calves are running around and we are seeing the represent and know if they will work for you or against
first shoots of green popping up from the earth. Soon you, then vote accordingly, but please vote. Remember,
farmers will be planting crops. As always, the result from the choice is yours. You decide how we, your M.D. Counall this work is left in nature’s hands. We’ve had some fair- cil, will govern your municipality
ly good crops in the last few years in the Municipal District
Currently, the M.D. of Bonnyville has one of the lowest
of Bonnyville and we look forward to another
Residential tax rates in the province. The 2015
good year.
Residential mill rate is 2.7663. Mill rates double
Politics is a little different. The result is in our
this are common throughout the province. If we
hands. A vote, is a vote, is a vote and yours is
don’t stand up and fight against regionalization
important. Many people in different parts of
of the M.D. with its neighbouring urban municithe world have to fight on a daily basis to obpalities, then you can expect your taxes to doutain the right to a free democratic vote or to
ble.
maintain that right. We in Canada have been
The 2015 Non-residential mill rate is 15.5000.
Reeve
Ed
Rondeau
blessed with that right, and sometimes we erondeau@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
This higher mill rate is required to maintain the
forget how precious that privilege actually is. 780-573-9624
road infrastructure in the M.D. While the M.D.
As many of you know, I was denied the
benefits from industrial development, there is
right to vote in the local nomination process to choose also a high price to pay. There are a lot of maintenance
the Bonnyville/Cold Lake Constituency candidate for the costs to keep our roads in good repair. The large loads
Alberta Progressive Conservative Party. However, I will and increased traffic take a heavy toll on roads that were
vote in the upcoming provincial election. Everyone who not built for this type of activity. Regional Government
has the right to vote should exercise that right to help se- would also mean tax increases for industry, as tax dollars
lect the candidate of their choice. Sometimes the choices would have to be shared with other municipalities and
that are offered to us are not what we see, personally, as therefore the Non-residential mill rate would have to be
a good choice. Remember, if you do not like the choice increased to make up the difference.
for who you believe may make up the government, then
This year’s budget once again demonstrates the conby all means, vote for the opposition. A strong opposition straints M.D. Council faces annually. The largest portion
helps to make a good government.
of the budget is slated for road maintenance and conProvincial elections, and the viewpoints and decisions of struction. Council continues to manage the M.D. in a frulocal candidates, are crucial for the residents of the Mu- gal manner. Council’s priority is to deliver services to M.D.
nicipal District of Bonnyville. As Reeve, it is important that residents, while collaborating and partnering with comI stand up for the right to govern ourselves. I feel it is im- munity organizations and neighbouring municipalities to
portant to stand up for our residents, to make sure that enhance services for all residents throughout the region.
we maintain our autonomy.
Now that the budget is passed, the M.D. is getting ready
For years, a few local urban politicians have pushed for for its busy season. Road maintenance will be ongoing, as
a move towards Regional Government. What does that well as the upgrading of roads. Please obey all the caution
mean for you, as residents, and taxpayers, of the M.D.? signage on our roadways. This year, the M.D. will delay
Regional Government would mean that the neighbouring doing MG-30 dust suppressant applications to roads until
urban municipalities would take away a large amount of after the wet season (probably end of June) to see if we
tax dollars from the M.D. Your services within the M.D. can eliminate some of the sloppy surfaces. If we have dry
would be reduced and your taxes would go up. Residents weather, the MG-30 sets better and we eliminate some of
have to remind themselves that no one would want to the application problems.
take the M.D. over, or amalgamate with us, if there wasn’t
So, as some residents are planning holidays, others plantany money in it for them. Many of our older residents ing crops and we are maintaining the roads, let’s hope for
can attest to that. When the M.D. was considered a poor a great and successful spring and summer season.
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Reeve’s Message

Balanced budget breakdown for 2015

The Municipal District of Bonnyville Council approved a
balanced $109,886,246 budget on Wednesday.
Reeve Ed Rondeau says the 2015 budget demonstrates
that Council manages the municipality’s tax dollars in a
frugal manner which provides the best bang for the buck.
Council continues to aggressively improve and rebuild the
municipality’s road network. “Council has balanced road
priorities with other lifestyle improvements such as recreation, waste management, supporting Community Halls, upgrading
our hamlets, cost sharing
with neighbouring urban
municipalities, and expanding services to residents.”
For the municipal portion of the tax bill, Council agreed to keep the
Residential mill rate at
2.7663, the Farm mill
rate at 5.0000 and the
Non-Residential mill rate
at 15.5000. Reeve Rondeau says “Mill rates
remain the same as last
year, however residents
will see an increase in
their tax bill as it reflects
the increase in market
value of properties in the
M.D. in 2014. There are
areas where market value has gone up greater
than the average in the
M.D. Lower market values of properties in 2015
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will show up in the 2016 tax year as our assessment is always one year behind.”
Council’s top priority for 2015 is again road maintenance
and construction Rondeau said. “Last year was a good year
in terms of road construction. All we need is for Mother
Nature to continue cooperating and we will have another
successful year.”
A total of $34.6 million has been put towards road improvements and construction for gravel,
oiled, and paved roads
and local bridge improvements. Another $14.7 million has been allocated
to gravel and oiled road
maintenance.
“By putting $49.3 million into roads: which
includes $15.1 million for
gravel roads; $8.8 million for oiled roads; $6.6
million for paved roads;
$1 million for bridge improvements; $14.7 million for gravel/oil road
maintenance and $3 million for Ardmore Street
Improvements Phase III,
Council is continuing to
attack the M.D.’s road
deficit,” Rondeau said.
“Major road projects also
include Gurneyville Phase
II at $4.5 million (with
$350,000 coming from
the M.D.’s Community
Con’t on Page 5
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Please note: These projects are subject to change depending on material availability and adverse weather. Any
projects not completed this year, will be considered for the 2016 Road Project List.

