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Claybert has pests on the run in the M.D.

W

hen you’ve got a rat in your neighbourhood, who
you gonna call? Kirby Claybert.
As the pest control/waste officer for the Municipal
District of Bonnyville for the past five years, Claybert is responsible for keeping pests, such as rats and beavers at bay.
We recently jumped in Claybert’s mobile office (aka his M.D.
work truck) to find out what a day in the life of a pest control/
waste officer typically looks like.
Claybert usually hits his office at the Ag Services shop at 7 a.m.
to get paperwork going for any jobs that require it, and to draw
up the list of jobs he has to get to that day.
See “Dam” on Page 2

Get ready to go to
the polls October 21
Municipal Elections will
be held across the province on October 21, 2013.
Deadline for Nominations
is September 23.
Nominations for the election will be received at the
M.D. of Bonnyville main
administration
office,
4905-50 Avenue, between
the hours of 10 a.m. and
noon on Nomination Day.
A $100 deposit, payable
in cash, certified cheque
or money order, must accompany each nomination.
Candidate
packages,

which include a nomination form, are available
at the Administration Office during normal business hours or on our website www.md.bonnyville.
ab.ca.
The province has mandated that eligible voters
will be required to show
proof of identification at
the polling booth in order
to vote on October 21.
A complete list of acceptable voter identification
can be found on our website or at the main administration office in Bonnyville.

Kirby Claybert, Pest and Waste Control Officer for the
M.D. begins the arduous task of removing a dam. Claybert
is also responsible for the Coyote Predation Program for
Livestock, rat (and other pests) control and landfills.

Taxes due by Sept. 16
Property Taxes are due
Monday, September 16 (as
the September 15 deadline is on the weekend).
Please put a reminder in
your calendar. Any 2013
tax levies still outstanding
on September 17 are subject to a 12% tax penalty.
If you have questions regarding the municipal valuation process and details
of your assessment please

call one of our property
assessors at 780-826-3171
or drop by the office. No
appointment is necessary.
Would you like to sign up
to pay your taxes through
our monthly payment
plan? The next opportunity to join the Tax Installment Payment Plan will
be Jan. 4 to Feb. 28, 2014.
Please drop our main offices to fill out the paper work.
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Dam removal is preventative maintenance
Continued from front
We were on the road by 8 a.m., accompanied by his right-hand man and summer student, Ian Kurek. Claybert runs
over the jobs for the day, which seems
like a never-ending list. Not five minutes
away from the shop, the review of the
list prompts Claybert to turn the truck
around to get a piece of hose needed to
pump water at one of the M.D.’s landfill
sites.
Back on the road, Claybert heads toward Cold Lake to check on some beaver
dams that have been causing some problems in a drainage ditch the M.D. owns.
“Beavers clog culverts,” Claybert explains. “That causes more road work to
have to be done.”
Most of the work Claybert does with
beaver dams is preventative maintenance. Sometimes it’s to repair the
damage beavers have already caused
to farmers fields, drainage ditches and
roads.
“We only trap to protect infrastructure,” he said.
From trapping to tearing down dams to
ripping dams up, Claybert says he does
his best to make sure his actions don’t affect residents.
Council has mandated the destruction
of dams be a free service the M.D. offers
to residents. Daming up drainage ditch-

One of the problem dams in the M.D.

es which run through farmer’s land, can
destroy crops. Claybert said because of
that decision, the beaver problem is nowhere as bad this year as it was last year.
They say necessity is the mother of invention. That proves true in Claybert’s
job. Once upon a time, dams were damaged by back-breaking work including
shoveling and moving limbs by hand.
Claybert has come up with a few tools to
help out.
The first is a beaver pick, which looks
like two different sized triangles welded
back-to-back on a handle. The smaller
end is to spear tree limbs to help pick
them up and move them out of the way,
while the larger end helps dig trenches in
the pounds of mud beavers use to shore
up their dams.
The second is what Claybert likes to
call a dam buster. It vaguely looks like
a tripod. Attached to a long line of tow
straps, the buster is attached to the back
of a vehicle at one end, while the other is
pushed into the dam.
Claybert demonstrated the buster at a
dam just east of Ardmore. After a few
minutes of back and forth with a vehicle,
the buster rips a hole right through the
middle of the dam, letting the water flow.
Claybert throws a large rock at what appears to be a dry creek bed. As it lands
with a large “blop”, only then can you
see it’s actually
water
that’s been
covered by
half a foot of
duck weed
(which can
form
into
a crust on
water that’s
been
rendered stagnant).
Claybert
also
deals
with
rats.
While Alberta was once
known
as
being “rat-

free”, a recent infestation in southern
Alberta has ended that. Claybert spent
10 days working on eradicating the rodents down south, before coming back
here. No matter the loss of the “rat free”
title to the province, Claybert still works
diligently to see the rodents kept out of
the M.D.
He said he receives six to 10 rat calls a
year.
“It usually turns out to be a muskrat,”
he laughs. “Rats are nocturnal, so when
I get calls saying a person has seen a
rat run across the road, unless it’s night
time, it’s not a rat.”
But twice in the past year it has been a
rat.
“One was a pet rat,” he said, explaining rats are not allowed to be pets in
Alberta. “The second one was dead and
frozen - food for a pet snake.”

QUICK FACT: Did you know from
November to May 15, beavers are
considered to be fur bearing animals? It is during this time beavers
are trapped for their pelts. The
rest of the year, their oily, coarse
hair is not suitable for harvesting.
But beavers, rats and other rodents
aren’t Claybert’s only business. He is also
responsible for overseeing the landfills
in the M.D. As part of that, he and Kurek can often be seen pulled over on the
side of the road, picking up garbage and
abandoned appliances thoughtless people have left behind. While driving back
from checking on a dumpster site near
Cherry Ridge Estates, Claybert expertly
spots a washing machine and refrigerator that someone has dumped in the
long grass. Making note of its location,
Claybert quickly revises his checklist of
jobs to get done, to now include making room in the back of the truck for the
appliances, and taking them to the Cold
Lake landfill.
So the next time you see a formerly
clogged drainage ditch running freely,
or the washer and dryer set you spied on
the side of the road has miraculously disappeared, you know who to thank.
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Thumbs up for the 2013 construction season

Director of Transportation and Utilities
Darcy Zelisko says the 2013 construction
season has been highly successful despite a soggy June and July.
“We are three weeks to a month behind
on road construction. Road oiling crews
have made up some lost time with the
addition of a Paver, and have completed
33 of the 50 miles that are scheduled
for 2013 and will complete the list if the
weather cooperates. I’m optimistic that
all the projects on the 2013 Road Priorities List will be completed by the end of
October – as long as the snow doesn’t
come early.”

Road Construction and
Maintenance Update

•The M.D. contracted out approximately 23 miles of paving this year and will
complete it prior to freeze up.
•Road construction crews are currently
working on mile six of the 11 that were
scheduled for 2013.

•Paving on Beartrap Road is completed. Paving on Township Road 611 and
Township 485 should be completed by
mid-September. The contractor is finishing the west side concrete work in Fort
Kent and will be paving the main street
shortly. The contractor is currently working on the subgrade and base work on
Range Road 470.
•Six miles of overlay work on Township
Road 630 west of Highway 41 was done
during the Finning Paver Demonstration,
staff then used the Paver to complete
Township Road 634 and Range Road 435.
The Deep Patch Crew completed the Riverhurst Road realignment and is currently
working on the Cold Lake Industrial Park.
The Road Construction Crew completed
work on Township Road 622 and started
work on Range Road 440.
•Road Oiling Crews completed Township Road 630 west of Highway 41, Range
Road 452 south of Highway 28, Township Road 604, Range Road 420A, Range

Road 443 north of Highway 28, and Ernestina Lake access. The Crew is currently working on Township Road 630 east of
Cold Lake. The next jobs scheduled to be
completed this fall are Range Road 415
and Township Road 621.
•The Dust Control Program using MG
30 is on schedule with 193 miles of reapplication completed at the beginning of
the season, and then the crew moved
onto 60 miles of new application, along
with laying down 10 miles of Fly Ash. Two
miles of MG 60 was applied to evaluate
its possible future usage on M.D. roads.
•Road issues that were brought up at
the Town Hall meetings earlier in the year
were addressed and the road lists from
individual road tours were incorporated
into the work schedule.
•Seventy percent of the drainage issues
were completed, and then staff had to be
reassigned to road crews to take advantage of the season and to complete road
priorities.

Paver proves potential for the roads in the M.D.

Municipal District of Bonnyville ple as they retire – our grader operators.
The cost of the Paver and feedCouncil is always looking for ways
In a competitive employment envi- er is $573,500, with a life exto improve services to residents. ronment it is difficult to find trained pectancy of 10 to 15 years.
Recently members of Council and Trans- grader operators, and it takes a couIn comparison, a grader costs over
portation and Util$450,00 and is
ities (T&U) staff
replaced on a
viewed a demonfive-year
cycle.
stration which had
Currently
the
win/win stamped
T&U Department
all
over
it.
utilizes 16 gradA Paver, providers
throughout
ed by Finning, was
the municipality.
demonstrated on
This equipment
Township Road
purchase expands
630, west of Highthe T&U Departway 41, proving
ment’s ability to
that placing down
provide an imcold mix with a
proved
service
Paver, and pick
while remaining
up feeder, made
fiscally responsible
economic sense. Council and staff had a chance to check out a new piece of road equipment recently to the taxpayer.
Not only does - a Paver. Council has agreed to buy this equipment for the Transportation and Utili- The Paver purties Department to help in the maintenance and construction of roads.
Council have a
chase
allowed
long list of road improvements it has to ple of years to train an operator. the department to catch up on its priaccomplish every year, the T&U DepartA Paver, with a pick up feeder, makes orities after a soggy construction seament is faced with the problem of replac- the job of laying cold mix easier, son, providing increased road mainteing some of our most important staff peo- quicker, consistent and cost effective. nance and construction productivity.
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From the desk of Reeve Ed Rondeau
Reeve Ed Rondeau

erondeau@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
C: 780.573.9624

Harvest
time is upon
us again. The
farmers are
picking up
their crops
and others
are harvesting their bountiful gardens.
While the weather has been
great for the crops, our construction and maintenance
crews are calling it a “soggy
season”. The rain put crews
behind three weeks, but the
recent good weather has allowed staff to almost catch
up with the priority list set by
Council.
As I write this, Council is
calling this a great road construction season with six of
the planned 11 miles of road
construction completed.
Adding up the miles of Rip
and Relay of cold mix and
new Oiling we will have in
the neighbourhood of 50
miles completed this year.
The dust control application
of MG 30 totals 193 miles of

second year reapplication,
and 60 miles of new application. We are seeing excellent
results with MG 30 for dust
control. Gravel is staying on
the roads, which results in
cost savings for the M.D. The
cost of gravel has increased
to $25 a tonne, so it doesn’t
take long for this savings to
become substantial. By the
end of 2013, contractors will
have completed 20 miles of
hot mix pavement. This contracted paving, depending
on the base needed, runs
anywhere from $600,000 to
$1.1 million per mile.
Council’s goal going forward is to be able to have a
lot more paved (hot and cold
mix) roads in the M.D. In order to accomplish this goal,
the M.D. purchased a paver
in August that can be used to
apply either pre-mixed cold
mix or hot mix. This will allow our Rip and Relay Crew
to put down uniform layers
of materials and a proper
crown on roads so that they
will shed water properly. The
uniform thickness will ensure
the road lasts longer as well.
The M.D. has many roads that

need a lot of work, but there
are others that are in good
shape that just need maintenance to reduce our costs
in the long run. By putting
a cover on our good roads,
we can extend their lifespan
for many years, while simultaneously upgrading the
poorer roads. The M.D. has
acquired equipment in the
last few years that facilitates
increased maintenance and
construction work that the
municipality needs to do in
order to take advantage of
the good economic times
and not place a burden on
the next generations.
Roads are the M.D.’s largest infrastructure priority
and Council spends the lion’s
share of the budget on road
construction and maintenance.
However, Council
recognizes that because of
our diverse population, recreation is also important.
This summer, Council replaced the T-Bar lift at Kinosoo Ridge Snow Resort with
a Quad Chair Lift, which will
open up more runs at the ski
hill.
A Tube Run will be installed,

Ward 3 - Mike Krywiak

Ward 5 - Glen Johnson

Meet Your Councillors
Ward 1 - Don Sinclair

dsinclair@md.bonnyville.ab.ca

C:780.573.6029

Ward 2 - David Fox

dfox@md.bonnyville.ab.ca

C:780.573.3266

mkrywiak@md.bonnyville.ab.ca

C:780.573.6093

Ward 4 - Barry Kalinski
bkalinski@md.bonnyville.ab.ca

C:780.573.6082

gjohnson@md.bonnyville.ab.ca

C:780.812.0479

Ward 6 - Fred Bamber
fbamber@md.bonnyville.ab.ca

C:780.573.6793

which allows those who
don’t ski or snowboard to
come out and enjoy the chalet and its fabulous view.
Council will also be looking
at expanding and upgrading some of our eight campgrounds as part of our fouryear Capital Plan.
As part of identifying what
the M.D. wants to accomplish in the next four years,
Council will put together a
plan that identifies all of our
capital projects.
This plan includes everything that is not part of our
ongoing maintenance and
day-to-day operations.
The Capital Plan will be a living document, meaning that
it will not be written in stone
and can be amended as the
need arises, while still setting
a direction which will help
guide Council for the future.
As I’m sure you are all
aware, Municipal Elections
will be held on October 21
across the province. The
province has mandated that
all voters must present Voter
Eligibility Identification at
the polling booths this year
in order to vote. The types
of identification that are acceptable are listed in a pamphlet on the M.D. web site
at www.md.bonnyville.ab.ca
or it can be picked up at the
main administration office in
Bonnyville.
If you have any questions
regarding the municipal election please call our main office at 780-826-3171.
I encourage everyone who
is eligible to get out and vote
for the candidates of their
choice. Updated Municipal
Election information is available on the M.D. web site.

