Shelterbelt application deadline looming
The deadline to apply for trees under the Prairie Shelterbelt Program is
March 15, 2013. Shelterbelt trees are free of charge, with clients paying
shipping costs. Applications for the program are accepted from June 1
to March 15 for May delivery. Seedlings are shipped to the M.D. office
where residents can pick them up. Application forms are available at the
M.D. Agriculture Office, by calling the PFRA (Prairie Farm Rehabilitation
Administration) toll free number at 1.866.766.2284 or by logging on to
http://www.agr.gc.ca/pfra/shelterbelt_e.htm.
Residential acreage owners in the M.D. of Bonnyville can now take
advantage of the Prairie Shelterbelt Program. To qualify for the program in
2013 landowners are only required to have five acres or more. Community
service organizations and watershed groups can access seedlings for planting
projects on eligible land with a signed application from the landowner.
This will be the last year for the PFRA program and they are experiencing
shortages of trees due to the increased volume.
The M.D. of Bonnyville will be ordering seedling trees through a local
supplier for delivery in May 2013. For more information on the program
please visit our web site at www.md.bonnyville.ab.ca.

Reeve
Ed Rondeau
C: 780.573.9624
erondeau@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
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Stop snipin’ signs!
The Municipal District of Bonnyville is urging
all hunters to “stop shooting up our rural signs.”
Each year the M.D. spends thousands of dollars
replacing rural signage that has
been used as target practice.
Although the stop signs are
red – they are truly not
to be used as targets.
This vandalism is
unnecessary. Please do
your target practicing
at the Bonnyville
Shooting Sports
Association range.
Please see the web
site for membership
fees www.bssa.ca.

Your Elected Officials

Ward 1 Councillor
Don Sinclair
C: 780.573.6029
dsinclair@md.bonnyville.ab.ca

Ward 3 Councillor
Mike Krywiak
C: 780.573.6093
mkrywiak@md.bonnyville.ab.ca

Ward 5 Councillor
Glen Johnson
C: 780.812.0479
gjohnson@md.bonnyville.ab.ca

Ward 2 Councillor
David Fox
C: 780.573.3266
dfox@md.bonnyville.ab.ca

Ward 4 Councillor
Barry Kalinski
C: 780.573.6082
bkalinski@md.bonnyville.ab.ca

Ward 6 Councillor
Fred Bamber
C: 780.573.6793
fbamber@md.bonnyville.ab.ca

www.md.bonnyville.ab.ca
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Tax Auction
Cancelled
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PERSELY FAMILY
HONOURED
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10 minutes southeast of Bonnyville.
The Park has 7.8 km of groomed
trails in a beautiful boreal forest
setting.
This season, staff will groom two
routes throughout the park – the
shorter loop is 5 km in length, with
the longer loop measuring about
7.5 km. These two routes are shown
on the maps, which are put up
along the trails as reference points.
For more information contact the
Community Services Department at
780.826.3972.
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The Municipal District of Bonnyville
is pleased to offer cross-country ski
enthusiasts the ability to enjoy the
beautiful trails at Muriel Lake M.D.
Park throughout the winter months.
This is the third season for the trails
and staff are pleased to provide the
finest groomed trails in the Lakeland.
Once the cross country ski season
has commenced, the trail conditions
will be updated regularly on the M.D.
web site at www.md.bonnyville.
ab.ca.
Muriel Lake M.D. Park is located
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Muriel Lake ski trails shaping up nicely

FEBRUARY 2013
ALL HAIL
THE TRAILS!

60% of budget being invested in roads
The new year is well under way and the
Municipal District of Bonnyville Council
looks forward to an exciting 2013. Roads,
as always, will be Council’s top priority. This
year’s proposed budget is approximately
$85 million, not including the school or
lodge requisitions. Sixty percent of the
total budget, approximately $51 million, is
allocated to road construction, improvement
and
maintenance.
As
previously
announced, Council will be expanding
our road works this year – constructing
and rebuilding roads, paving, expanding
our oiling of roads, continuing as well as
expanding our dust suppression program,
and having a road repair crew whose job
will be to repair road damage that is too
large for the pot hole crews and yet does
not warrant the rebuilding of the road. This
new approach to road maintenance will
set the tone for future years in the M.D.,
as residents continue to reside in a heavy
oil development region. The 2013/2014
Road Priority list can be found on our web
site at www.md.bonnyville.ab.ca.
Our renovated office, the old M.D.
building on main street Bonnyville, should
be ready for occupation by mid-year.
The public will welcome a reception area
again, as our current new building is ill
equipped for that purpose. Council is
planning to have an Open House, as well
as a Grand Opening shortly after we have
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moved in. Council looks forward to seeing
everyone there.
In view of the current snow conditions, I’d
like to pass on the following information:
the M.D. has 15 graders and nine snow
plow trucks working 12 hours a day when
needed, to keep the roads free and clear
of snow. Also, Hardship Snowplowing
Waivers are available free of charge to any
M.D. rural resident who is experiencing a

life hardship. This plowing is done by a
plow truck and not the graders, as they
have to open the roads for everyone. We
will however attempt to have the driveways
done as soon as possible.
I would also like to remind the seniors
that our transportation program is in place
again this year and the process is the same.
You apply through FCSS as before. This is a
program for seniors who need help to cover
some of the travel expenses for medical
services out of our region.
The M.D. has continued its Veterinary
Services Incorporated Program (VSI) for
2013, to help cover veterinarian fees for
most types of meat-producing livestock,
including non-traditional species.
Continued on Page 2

M.D. of Bonnyville Council Town Hall Meetings 2013
7 to 9 p.m. (Refreshments Served)
Discussion topics include: M.D. progress, roads and infrastructure, waste management /
recycling, public safety operational changes, pest control, weed control program, regional
partnerships, etc.
Tuesday, February 12, 2013
Cherry Grove Community Hall

Thursday, March 14, 2013
Fort Kent Seniors Hall

Tuesday, February 19, 2013
Willow Prairie Hall (La Corey)

Tuesday, March 26, 2013
Alexander Hall

Thursday, March 7, 2013
Shaw House, Vezeau Beach (Bonnyville)

Thursday, March 28, 2013
Glendon Senior’s Drop-In Centre

Monday, March 11, 2013
Riverhurst Community Hall

Tax recovery public auction cancelled
Staff clean up
outstanding bills
The Municipal District of Bonnyville is
pleased to report that it had no properties
to place in the 2012 Tax Recovery Public
Auction. Staff worked diligently to contact
all 11 property owners who were in tax
arrears and recovered the taxes, or worked
out a payment plan.
The Tax Recovery Public Auction is held
annually for properties which have Tax
Notifications registered on them and have
previous years’ taxes still outstanding.
Under the Municipal Government Act, a
municipality is mandated to place these
properties in a public auction.
Typically, as staff work to find the

property owners, they commonly find
that a few property owners have failed to
update their mailing address with the M.D.
and as a result forget to pay their taxes.
Other property owners may have had
events happen in their life that limit their
ability to pay their property taxes in full.
These property owners receive the benefit
of working discretely with M.D. staff on
options available to get their tax accounts
current prior to the Tax Recovery Process
being initiated.
The M.D. asks that property owners
please:
• Put a note on your calendar to watch the
M.D. website and local papers in May
or June for M.D. advertisements that tax
notices have been mailed.
• Put a note on your calendar to contact
the M.D. if you have not received your

Pre-authorized
payment plan:
taxes the easy way
Thursday, February 28, 2013 is the last
day to set up your property tax payment
plan. The Municipal District of Bonnyville offers
ratepayers who are up-to-date on their taxes
the opportunity to spread their property tax
payments over a calendar year.
Property Tax Notices are usually mailed out
in May. Ratepayers already on the payment
plan in 2013, will see an estimated tax amount
used to calculate property tax payments from
January to May. For example, if the estimated
property tax is $1,200, the estimated monthly
payment from January to May would be $100
($1,200 divided by 12 months = $100 per
month).
In June, the payments are recalculated so
the tax bill will be paid off in December. For
example, if the property tax levy mailed out in
May was for $1,100, the amount remaining
would be $600 ($1,100 property tax levy $500 amount paid from January to May).
The remaining months (7) are divided into the
amount remaining ($600) to revise the payment
plan to $85.71 per month.

Tax and Assessment Notices for all your
properties by the latter part of June.
• Put a note on your calendar that taxes
are due without penalty by September
15th.
Should something occur that prevents you
from paying your taxes prior to September
15th, please call the M.D. Administration
office at 780.826.3171. We would like
the opportunity to work with you to prevent
your property entering the Tax Recovery
Process.
Put a note on your calendar to apply in
January for our Tax Payment Plan (TIPPS).
It’s a great way to spread your tax payments
over 12 months without any penalties.
If you have any further questions, please
contact the Tax and Administrative Assistant
(Property Taxation Services), Alisha, for
more information.

M.D. onboard for twine
recycling program
The M.D. has agreed to participate in an Alberta
Care Program to recycle agricultural plastic twine.
Council agreed to purchase 500 collection bags at $1
each to give to agricultural producers for the collection
of twine. Transfer sites will be the collection points to
store the bags until there is enough twine to fill a trailer.
The recycled twine is then shipped to locations in the
United States where it is melted down to make more
twine. To obtain your bags please pick up bags at the
local transfer sites or call the Agricultural Department
at 780.826.3951.

Plenty of ways to connect with the M.D.
Continued from Front

Council urges all our residents to explore our communication venues: web
site at www.md.bonnyville.ab.ca, facebook.com/MDBonnyville and Twitter @
MDBville. For residents who are not computer savvy, or who prefer a personal
contact, feel free to contact the M.D. office with your concerns at 780.826.3171
or call me at 780.573.9624 or contact your Ward Councillor.
Council wishes all residents a great year and we look forward to seeing you
at the Town Hall Meetings in February and March.

M.D. ag rental
equipment ready

Persely family recognized
with farm family award
Municipal District of Bonnyville residents Ed & Shirley Persely,
and their partners, Forrest and Bobbi Persely, recently won the
ATB Financial Farm Family Awards.
The Persely farm sits six miles northwest of the Town of
Bonnyville. Raising mixed grains, this family became a
corporation a year and a half ago, within the framework of the
Succession Plan, a government plan that facilitates the legacy of
a farm operation within a family. Three of Forrest and Bobbi’s
five children were present to see the award, a large metallic
plaque, accepted by their parents and grandparents.
The Persely farm operation covers 3,500 acres of pedigreed
and commercial crops of peas, wheat, barley, oats and
canola. The Perselys work hard at staying up-to-date with the
latest farming trends and technologies. Eighteen years ago,
the Persely Family was instrumental in creating the Canadian
Foodgrains Bank Growing Project, an ambitious endeavour that
will help bring an end to world hunger. They continue to serve
on the committee, which each year harvests a large crop that
contributes to this worthwhile project.
The award was presented on November 7, at the Farm Fair
International. For 44 years, outstanding farm families of Northern
and Central Alberta communities have been recognized as the
recipients of this award that heralds the values of the family farm
as a business and a community supporter. Honorable Verlyn
Olson, Alberta’s Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development
presented the award, along with MLA for Bonnyville Genia
Leskiw and Deputy Reeve David Fox.

TAX REMINDER
On March 1, 2013 all properties with outstanding property
taxes will be subject to a 10% penalty.

Equipment
Backpack Sprayer
Bloodless Castrator
Bin Crane
Broadcaster
Calf Turntable
Cattle Squeeze
Castrator Rubbers
Cattle Scale
Corral Panels
Cyclone Seeder
Dehorner
Eco Spreader
Hand Seeder
15’ Land Roller
30’ Land Roller (Delivered)
Loading Chute
Magpie Trap
Portable Tub, Alley & Squeeze
(Delivered)
Post Pounder with gas engine
Post Pounder
Rock Digger
Skunk Trap
Tree Planter
Truck Sprayer
Custom Spraying

Rent/Day + GST
Damage Dep.
-------			100.00
-------			100.00
100.00		
500.00
50.00		100.00
25.00		
100.00
25.00		
100.00		
3.60 each		
-------25.00		
100.00
50.00		
100.00
25.00		
100.00		
--------			100.00
--------			100.00
--------			100.00
100.00		
100.00
250.00		
500.00
25.00		
100.00
--------			100.00
$150/day		
500.00
$250/ 2 days
100.00		
100.00
75.00		
100.00
50.00		
100.00
---------			100.00
25.00		
100.00
50.00		
100.00
50.00/hr		
--------

CONTACTS:
Therien
Mike Kwiatkowski
780-635-3085
62018 RR490
SE 3-61-9-W4

Cherry Grove
Arnold Ouelette
780-594-2071
62401 RR 414
SW 28-62-1-W4

Iron River
Erik Mawer
780-826-5612
46530 B Hwy 55
SW 18-63-6-W4

Equipment available:
Post Pounder
Cattle Squeeze
Land Rollers (2)
Calf Squeeze
Calf Squeeze
Post Pounder
25 Corral Panels		
Loading Chute
Cattle Squeeze

Cattle Squeeze
Calf Squeeze
Post Pounder
Loading Chute		

Pickup & Delivery Time: 7:30 - 8:30 a.m. & 2:30 - 3:30 p.m.
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